Cruise Control for Champs !

Masada 9 v 3 Charlotte Bar

Well the baptism of fire continued for the Charlotte Bar last night as they entered the lions den that is the Masada Bar (it looks nothing like Castle Greyskull !).  After last week’s resounding defeat at the hands of the Northern Bar the visitors could have been forgiven for thinking that the fixtures draw gods had been less than kind to them in delivering these first few games.  Still as Eckydoo always says “you’ve gotta play them some time so might as well be now”.  

First up for the Charlotte raced sprint king Big Davie Forbes to face up to the Masada’s young gun Scott Campbell.  Scott was into his stride early as he kicked off with a 100 then 95 before Big Davie responded with a couple of tons of his own.  A 135 had the home player down at his double first but he looked like he may be in for “one of those nights” as he struggled to finish a decent leg.  Big Davie had his chance but his dart at 16s fell just inside and allowed Scotty to clean up in 23 darts.  Second leg saw the first 180 of the night as Scott showed his class with scores of 83, 121 and 180 on his way to leaving 78 after 12 darts.  Again it looked like he may struggle as he bust 78 next time around but the Charlotte man could make no inroads in the scoring stakes in this one and found himself down and out after Scott hit tops for a 19 darter.  Nae luck Davie boy but 18.64 avg was always gonna struggle against Scott’s 23.86.
Next up for the Charlotte came Del Boy Webster who was to play the Masada’s Matt Goldie.  So whilst the Masada sent up a tried and tested Rolls Royce of a darts man the Charlotte’s very own Reliant Robin spluttered his way to the oche.  The Masada man was soon purring as he checked out the first leg in 20 darts with the Dexter sat on 136.  Still, if there’s one thing that Dexter is it’s a fighter !  He was straight back into the game in the next leg with a cool 66 finish for an 18 darter and a level game.  Alas for the Charlotte man he was just like his Liverpool fitba team as he flattered to deceive and went down 2-1 with some poor scoring in the decider.  A 21.81 avg was one of the Charlotte’s better ones on the night but never enough against Matt’s 25.74.  Suffice to say the Dexter’s night was capped well and truly as Aston Villa slammed in the penalty to make it 3-1 at Anfield prompting the long and angry walk home for the Dex !  Nae luck min but heid up ya miserable bar steward !

2-nil down then and time for the Charlotte’s Ferrari, Richard Merchant, to cruise on up to the oche to face the homester’s Jim “The Vectra” Forbes.  The Hub had been in sparkling form last week in his defeat to Baldi and started well enough in this one before an uncharacteristic bout of poor finishing struck him down.  After hitting his arm on the wall in the first leg it was obvious the Hub was less than comfortable with the throw but he did sneak double 1 for the opener.  Jim showed his character though as he played solid arras in the second leg whilst the Hub went off the boil.  The Masada man took the leg and set up a decider.  The Hub suddenly clicked into 2nd gear now though as he hit his first 180 of the season and then checked out 94 for a 20 dart leg and a 2-1 win which had his team on the board.  19.38 avg fae Jim was higher than the Hub’s 19.35 but good darts at the right time sealed it for the Hub.  Nae quite the sparkling stuff o’ last week but at least a win !
So with a stroke on the board the Charlotte sent up the first of their cider drinking wurzels in Barry “The Bazza” Chalmers !  The Baz didn’t feature at all last year but is determined to show his true form for the Charlotte this year after relocating himself into town (is that a thumb print on yer coupon there Bazzle ?!).  Having necked a quick magners Baz stepped up to face Keith Ferguson of the home team.  What can you say about this one ?  Well, the baz didn’t do too much wrong but a few stray darts at crucial times allowed his opponent to take the first leg in 19 darts finishing on double 14.  2 tons and a couple of solid 60s were not enough for the Charlotte man in the second leg as Keithy again checked out in 19 darts for a 2-0 win and an impressive 26.37 avg.  For the Bazzle, a 21.62 avg and a decent enough first game o’ the season bearing in mind he’d been in hospital the week before.  Lucky for him that magners is an approved anaesthetic !  Ooo-aar !  Get in the wurzels !
With a wry smile on his coupon it was time for the Charlotte’s Golden Child Jamie Park to saunter to the board to face some lad gan by the name o’ John Hinnerson.  Apparently he’s nae a bad player and has won a puckle tournaments in the past year or twa.  The Jamis seemed to ken a wee bit aboot the lad though and suddenly started to keek his already well soiled troosers !  A wee bit harsh on the Jamis perhaps but scoring as good as the Liverpool front line left him on 154 as the Huntly man checked out in 21 darts to go one up.  85 and a ton to open showed some promise for the Charlotte man in the second leg but 100, 140, 45 (fa hit the mute button ?!), 125, 76 and then double 16 gave Hendo the leg in 16 darts and the Masada were well and truly on easy street now at 4-1 up.  27.08 avg fae Hendo v 18.69 fae the Child.  It might look like men against boys but it’s aw in the heid Jamis !!  Heid up min and back to the way you’ve been playing for next week.
So with the Masada running riot it was time for yours truly to stumble to the oche to face up to Stuart Slessor.  As designated driver for the evening the Marko was having a bash at playing his arras without a drink (not something he’s overly familiar with !)  Still things didn’t look too bad as he responded to Slessor’s 100, 100, 70 start with scores of 95, 121 and 100.  Sitting on 58 after 15 darts the Marko stepped up hoping rather than expecting to go one up.  Alas after hitting the big 18 he was a mile away from tops with the next two and Sless duly checked out next time for a 20 darter.  Second leg may not have quite matched the scores in the first but another 100 and 140 from the Marko was met by a 121 from Sless.  Once again the Marko had his chance as he sat on 52 with three darts in hand.  Big 12 was duly hit (damn near a treble 12 though !) and despite being much closer this time the Marko left both arras on the outside wire of tops.  Sless once gain showed his class with a cool 52 finish in 2 darts.  23.3 avg fae Sless was just enough to beat the Marko’s 21.95.  Poor finishing let me down again but onwards and upwards.  Darts the Sless.

Looking to improve upon his debut last week it was time for Chris Marshall to take on Graeme Campbell of the Masada.  Chris had really struggled last week but hopes were high amongst his team-mates that this week would see a much improved performance.  Some might look at this Masada team and see Cams as one of the lesser lights in the team and when Chris went 1 up in a poorish 26 darts it looked that way.  Cams showed he’s no mean darter though as he produced some super scoring and finishing to take the next two legs in 17 then 16 darts to seal the win and condemn the Charlotte to a draw at best.  (To be fair we’d have taken it at this point !!)  26.23 avg fae Cams was super stuff but another below par performance fae Chris with an 18.86 avg could put his place under threat for next week.  Heid up though Chris and keep going mate.
Last singles then and time for Wurzel no. 2 to step up for the Charlotte.  Whilst Bazza maybe thinks he can drink cider Dod O’Neil jist aboot lives on the stuff !  With another “settler” sunk before he stepped up to the oche the Dodster faced up to reigning ADA Singles championey, championey …. Davie “The Silver Fox” Knowles !  Knowlee had a superb season last year, capped off nicely with the singles crown (none more deserving Davie boy !) but how would he get on with Dod’s measured and sedentary pace ?  Well, nae bother says Knowlser as he kicked off with a 180 on his way to the first leg in 22 darts.  Whilst Dod battled manfully it was always looking an uphill battle as Davie put his darts heid on in the second leg with a 140, 95, 140, 74 and then 52 finish for a best of the night 15 dart leg and a 2-0 win to secure both points for his team.  Nae luck Dod as I thought you were better than yer 18.64 avg suggests.  Equal highest 27.08 avg fae Knowlser was comfortable enough though.

So with the game all over at 7-1 the home team the Charlotte sent up Marko and the Bazza to face Scott Kennedy and birthday boy Drew “who’d have thought he wiz really 60” Tremain.  With the auld fella seizing up after a night of marking the board the Charlotte boys took full advantage with the Bazza in particular throwing nothing but precision darts (aye right !)  A couple of dodgy finishes in a very poor game saw the Charlotte get their second stroke on the board.  Big Davie and the Golden Child then produced some solid arras to get another as they beat Cams & Matt 2-0 with a 22.27 avg.  When the Hub & the Cat went one nil up on Knowlser and Sless it looked like the sweep might be on but fair play to the Masada boys they upped their game considerably to win 2-1 with a 24.81 avg.  Good darts fae the Cat though (carried the Hub !)  Less said the better about the last doubles other than the Masada won it at a canter.
So a second consecutive 9-3 loss for the Charlotte but no complete disgrace as the two teams faced are both quality outfits.  So what next ?  Well, it’s back to the Charlotte to face last season’s runners-up the Brig Inn ….. whoever said life was fair ?!

Last word of the night …. Well that was my first proper game against the Masada and despite what you hear and read on website’s they are not a bad bunch at all.  Game was played in good spirits and despite a right royal humping I have to say I enjoyed the experience (I’ll get ye next time though Sless !).  Charlotte need to step up the finishing but we’re confident it’ll come.  Super darts from Knowlser, Keithy and Cams on the night.  The final word though goes to Hendo …. 27 avg on the night was good stuff but Open Didam winner on the Sunday in Holland and then turning up for his Monday arras shows the man’s class in my opinion.  Awra best Hendo and here’s hoping we see you going all the way at Lakeside.  

C’mon the Charlotte Bar get in there !!

