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Forthcoming Events

Thur 26th October: 8pm: “Wey &Arun Canal Trust”
Strood Sailing Club, Knights Road, Strood.
David King will describe recent developments at Loxwood,
Cranleigh and elsewhere.

Thur 9th November: 7:45pm: “Kingsnorth Nature Centre”
Gravesend Sailing Club, The Promenade, Gravesend.
Bill Jones shows and tells the story of the wildlife around the
Nature Study Centre that he founded. This is a TMCA event.

Thur 23rd November: 7:30pm: “Steve Haywood”
The Newton Room, The Grange, Lewes.
The author of ‘Fruit Flies like a Banana’ will talk to a joint
meeting of IWAKES and Sussex Ouse Restoration Trust.

Thur 7th December: 8pm: Get-together with TMCA
Gravesend Sailing Club, The Promenade, Gravesend.
A pre-Christmas get-together of IWAKES and Thames and
Medway Canal Association members, with nibbles, bar, tea
and some slides.

Thur 8th February 2007: 7:45pm: “To Holland by boat”
Gravesend Sailing Club, The Promenade, Gravesend.
John Epton presents a video of a trip from Gravesend to
Holland by boat. This is a TMCA event.

Thur 22nd February 2007: 8pm: IWAKES AGM
St Nicholas Church Hall, Poplar Grove, Maidstone.
Agenda on page 5.
After the formalities there will be an illustrated talk (or talks);
possibly on Jubilee’s visit to Dartford and Gravesend.

Mon 12th March 2007: 8pm: IWA South East Region AGM
The New Inn, Roydon, nr Harlow, Herts.
Agenda on page 5.

Maps of the venues of IWAKES events are opposite
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Chairman’s Report

It has been an exciting year for our branch with the Jubilee visit (reported in full
elsewhere in this issue), a visit from the Restoration Committee and our
attendance at Beale Park for the Diamond Jubilee Festival

I would like to thank everyone involved in the organisation and running of the
Jubilee and Beale Park events. We had a first class display board with
photographs of Thames and Medway Canal and Dartford Creek, which were
viewed with great interest by visitors and invited guests. The boats
accompanying Jubilee made her trip on the tidal Thames less daunting and wi
had a first class skipper in Bill Young accompanied by Roy Sutton and Bernard
Snell. We shared the branch tent at Beale Park with TMCA and SORT and we
had plenty of interested visitors over the bank holiday weekend.

Jubilee’s visit to Dartford was met with enthusiasm by members of Dartford
Borough Council who outlined their regeneration plans for the area. As a result
of our visit we were invited to be included in the Representation process
regarding the Dartford Council Core Strategy policy for regeneration of the area.
We have made our initial representations and now await the next stages o
consultation.

The visit to Gravesend was not so well attended, but the local MP, Deputy Mayor,
and a representative from Kent Thameside were there and showed interest in oL
hopes for the area.

The IWA (National) Restoration Committee meeting was held at Gravesend with
the morning session being taken up by various items of committee business an
the afternoon being given over to Thames and Medway Canal Association. Brian
Macknish outlined future plans of the Association and we had a site visit to enable
the Committee to view the area. Gill Robertson

Treasurer’'s Report

There is little change from the last IWAKES with our current balance being
£3688.50. There were some costs incurred in the Jubilee visit in the productior
of the display etc but these were kept to a minimum and we thank Angela and
David Acott for this.

| would like to stand down as Treasurer at our nextAGM and would ask if any of

our members would be interested in taking on the role. The work is just minimum
expenditure and receipt records which are forwarded to head office on a quarterly
basis. Areport is also presented to the Committee at each meeting, so nothin
too arduous. | look forward to hearing from any interested person and will be

happy to discuss what is required in more detalil. Gill Robertson



SOUTH EAST REGION
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the South East
Region of The Inland Waterways Association will take place on Monday
12th March, 2007, at 8 p.m., At The New Inn, Roydon, nr Harlow, Herts.
Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence
2a. Approval of Minutes of the previous A.GM.
b. Matters Arising from the Minutes
3a. Chairman's Report
b. Secretary's Report
4. Treasurer's Statement
5. Business of the Meeting notified under Byelaw 40
6 Statement of Committee Size
7 Election of Committee (Nomination forms are available from:
Molly Beard, Shipwrights,241 Benfleet Rd,Benfleet.SS7 1QG
and must be returned no later than 27th February 2007)
Notes:

Byelaw 39(b) states that “Vague agenda items such as 'any other business' may not appear on the agenda”. However, tt
Chairman may, at his discretion, accept a discussion on any other matters.. Provided that no decision shall be taken on ar
matter for which proper notice has not been given as an agenda item for the meeting. Amended Byelaw 40 states that “Any
member of a region or branch may propose business to appear on the agenda.....provided that notice of such business
delivered in writing to the secretary of the region or branch no later than 120 days before that meeting, or such lesser perioc
..... as the region or branch may resolve.....” Any such notice, therefore, should be delivered in writing to Molly Beard, not later
than 31st December, 2006.

KENT & EAST SUSSEX BRANCH
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Kent & East
Sussex Branch of The Inland Waterways Association will take place at
8pm on Thursday, 22nd February, 2007 at St Nicholas Church Hall,
Poplar Grove, Maidstone, Kent.

Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence
2a. Approval of Minutes of the previous A.GM.
b. Matters Arising from the Minutes

3a. Chairman's Report
b. Secretary's Report
4. Treasurer's Report and presentation of accounts
5. Statement of Committee Size
6 Election of Committee (Nomination forms are available from:
Roy Sutton, 79 St Leonards Park, East Grinstead RH19 1EG

and must be returned no later than 8th February 2007)
(A Committee meeting will be held immediately after the AGM to elect Branch Officers)



Jubilee Campaign Cruise

Two complementary reports on Jubilee's visit to the branch have been combined here
(with some additional notes from 'Cut-a-Way', the Thames and Medway Canal
Association Magazine, and Roy Sutton) to create a chronological report.

Bernard Snel] who was on board, is in italics
Angela Acott, who describes herself as a ‘landlubber’, is underlined.

The Inland Waterways Association Flagship 'Jubilee’ ventured into the tidal Thames in
July as part of an ongoing flag waving exercise to celebrate 60 years since the IWA was
founded. Ouir first destination was the Thames and Medway Canal at Gravesend to raise
awareness for the need to reinstate the lost set of gates at the Thames lock and restoratio
ofthe in filled section of Canal. We proceeded to the Dartford and Crayford Navigation.

Bill Young, Bernard Snell and Roy Sutton from Kent and East Sussex IWA travelled to
Teddington to pick up the 57ft Narowbdedm Mike Adams of IWA Guildford and
Reading Branch on Thursday"3 July. Extra kit, including anchor, fenders, VHF, extra
poles and food was transported to Teddington by Bernard and Joyce's son Colin Snel
(who also returned it after the trip) in his van. We were very well fed and hosted by
Tamesis Club that night. On Friday"14 July we made a test run to Hampton Court and
Thames Ditton (for fuel and pump-ouigfore making a steady cruise down river to
Limehouse Basin. A bright and sunny start as we passed Brentford Lock and the entrance
to the Grand Union Canal but increasing winds and a vicious cross current greeted us as
we approached the busy passenger ferry traffic near the Houses of Parliament. The
salmon fish cakes flew all over the galley and everything that was not screwed to the floor
ended up in a heap at the other end of the cabin before our safe arrival at Limehouse.

Joyce Snell and Angela and David Acott travelled to London in the late afternoon of
Friday and positioned ourselves at Tower Bridge, to await the arrival of Jubilee. We
peered into the distance, with the sun in our eyes, and worrying about the very choppy
conditions. How would they negotiate all the trip boats with revellers out for a good time?
Eventually, scanning the horizon through binoculars, a small object hove into view, at
exactly the time Roy had predicted, and proceeded down river, past HMS Belfast,
looking like a matchstick (Bill Young, skipper, said later he felt like a matchstick) and
under Tower Bridge to Limehouse Marina for the night. (Photo: Angela Acott)




Jubilee was joined at Limehouse by 24 foot yacht ‘Free Wind’(with Ken Bishop and Peter
Snell (filming) aboard) and by N/B Heron (with Mary and Ron Heritage). Iris and Ken
Bennell joined the crew of Jubilee for the trip to Gravesend.

Thankfully a calmer start at 6am on Saturday 15 with our support boats 'Heron' and
'Free Wind' in attendance, leaving an overcast and gloomy city as we made our way
eastwards on the tideway, passing the Thames Barrier and under the QE2 bridge before
mooring up off Gravesendhey were due at 11.00.but appeared very shortly after 09.30
in, once again, VERY choppy, windy conditions and had great difficulty mooring to the
buoys off the lock approach. Roy admitted he should have stuck to his original timetable
and arrived later to have possibly avoided the problems they experienced when they
rolled and lost some more crockery. But eventually the boats found their best position,
and were less tossed about. Whilst the turn of the tide was awaited, for entry to the lock,
Jubilee was passed by nine sailing barges, returning from a race, a couple of dirty
coasters, and one small liner.

At approx 14.00 hours the move was made into the lock mouth, at considerable speed t
get up the narrow channel, over the mud (unusual sight seeing narrow boats going sc
fast). They were helped and guided by Steve Davies from the Gravesend Sailing Club in
their safety boat, an outboard dinghy, showing them the best path. This was pretty hairy tc
watch, but all made the safety of the lock mouth where they moored to await the tide and

the dignitaries.

David and Angela Acott had travelled to Gravesend, with the display boards for the
Sailing Club, and Joyce Snell's Chicken Casserole, for the boy's Sunday tea. (Joyce
joined them later by train). The Sailing Club proved the perfect venue for the event. As
well as enjoying meeting up with Sailing Club members (led by their Commodore Penny
Davies), TMCA members (led by their Chairman Brian Macknish) and friends other
guestsincluded Councillor Valerie Ashenden (Deputy Mayor of Gravesend), Mr Roy and
Councillor Lynn Ennis-Goatham (who are both watermen of the Thames), Mr Adam
Holloway, MP, Mr and Mrs Jennings from RSPB and URBAN representative Mr Kevin
Wiles. They were shown over the boats and inspected the displays in the Sailing Club anc
partook of refreshments.

At about 17.00 the boatsitered the
Basin at the top of the tide for ou
night's stop. We spent the eveni
enjoying the festival atmosphere fime.
the Gravesend River Regatt ‘
alongside the Basin before retirin§
for the night A not very guiet night,
with music until the early hours, b
we are sure they slept well, afte
what must have been a very excith\
day for all of them. Also in the Basit
was the restored sailing ketCuwSun.
Kenya Jacaranda. Adam Holloway, MP in discussion with Bernard
Snell and Brian Macknish (Photo: Angela Acott)




Lack of a second set of gates at the lock meant we only had a limited time to access th
Thames, necessitating a very early start on Sunday 16 - 5.4%aith Hunter and Chris
Bentley of Moorfast, who now run Gravesend Basin, were there to see us out. We are
grateful to them for accommodating Wée then moored to a nearby buoy for six h¢ass

‘Free Wind'with Ken Bishop returned to the Medwawgiting for the tide to turn before
proceeding upstream and into the Dartford Creek (River Darenth).

Walking down the Navigation from Dartford we noticed the lack of water and realised we
had a long wait before Jubilee appeared. So we waited on University Way Bridge, Pooh
sticking to see when the tide turned and meanwhile receiving messages over the mobile
from beyond our viewpoint. The set time for their entry into the Creek came, and still only
a trickle of water, when suddenly they appeared round the corner. All three thought they
will never get up here, as they have hardly any water under them. But come they did, with
many groundings and the poles used almost continuously, until they winded to go
backwards into the disused Dartford Lock.

Bill Young (skipper for most of-the journey, being a river and estuary man) needed all his
navigating skills to steer Jubilee in reverse up to the lift bridge (no longer liftable) almost
in the centre of Dartford. Dignitaries were waiting at the bridge. The more adventurous
accepted a trip on Jubilee back down to the lock where Gill Robertson plied them with
soft drinks and they could peruse the display boards. Our guests included Clir David
Hammock (Mayor of Dartford), Clir Jeremy Kite (Leader of Dartford Borough Council)
and Mrs Joy Kite, Cllr Conrad Broadley (with his wife and two active young sons), Cllr
Anthony Martin, Cllr John Muckle, Paul Williams of Kent Thameside and Philip Taylor

of the Building Preservation Trust. The councillors are enthusiastic and are keen to keer
the Navigation in their development plans for the area. After waving the boys off (now

joined by Sue Young) a weary way was made home.

T e S >

Dartford Borough Council entering Dartford Lock on Jubilee (Photo: Roger Squires)



Within the hour we had to say our goodbyes to negotiate a low road bridge before

returning to the tideway. We moored for a quiet night on a steel work platform away from

the main channel but were rudely awaken at 4am by a tug thrashing about. Our cursing
was soon forgotten as we gazed out on a magical sunrise that greeted us across a serin
glass like seascape: a truly spectacular moment.

The next morning, on to public transport again, for a trip to Charlton,and the Woolwich
Flood Barrier (well worth a visit by the way) to see the boys (and Sue) travel up to London
to hand Jubilee over to Lee and Stort branch. Once again mobile contact was made an
Jubilee appeared, looking even more like a matchstick, on the opposite bank of the wide
waters below the Barrier, and then sailing through, round by the Dome.

Our plans to proceed up the Lee to Bow locks on Mondéy 17 were disrupted by a fire
alongside the Lee that closed it and Limehouse Cut so we returned to Limehouse Basin tc
hand 'Jubilee’ over to Frank Wallder and Helen Cooley of IWA Lee and Stort Branch (who
got her to the Lee via Duckett's).

Thames & Medway Canal

On 7th May a Fun/Activity Day was organised by the Thames and Medway Canal
Association, as part of Gravesend Fortnight. Members gathered early at Mark
Lane (the present terminus of the canal) to erect stalls, etc. Though rain
threatened it turned into a most glorious day, with just the hint of a breeze.

The Cambria Sea Scouts from Greenhlthe soon arrived, and started to build
rope bridge. which g
they all proceeded
to try out, having
let the leader go
first. They also had
a rowing boat and
two coracles, @
which they took

great pleasure in
making full use of.
Some mothers
probably would not
be very pleased*
when they arrived .~
home wet and - ¢
smelly. .

(Photo: Angela Acott)

The older generation also seemed to enjoy the day, with plenty of reminiscing
about the canal in the early days over a hot dog and a glass of orange juice. Atlea
two families joined the Association and funds were raised toward eventual

restoration of the canal. TMCA was recently thirty years old. Angela Acott



Eastern Rother

The work of the Rother CAMS (Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy)
project has been completed and the Environment Agency has published a Fine
Strategy document. The Stakeholder Group, on which Mike Berry of the Bodiam
Ferry Company represented our navigation interests, has been disbanded.
should like to take this opportunity to thank Mike for his work on our behalf.

The CAMS Strategy is now in place and various actions have been identified. The
Strategy will be reviewed in six years time by when the Agency expects the
actions and further research to have been completed. In broad terms, the proje
found no evidence of any impact on water levels and flow conditions as a result of
abstraction. The lock-keeper at Scots Float monitors water levels and will release
water to enable boats to pass freely under the bridges.

The abstraction licences on the River Rother could potentially result in a water
deficit situation if all the licences were used to their fullest extent. The
Environment Agency are not going to change their stance on this but they will be
more alert to the possibility and will use their new powers that they have to
revoke licences without having to pay compensation. The Environment Agency
have undertaken to keep the situation under review and have identified a numbe
of specific relevant actions including the evaluation of the relationship between
the rate of flow of water in the river and any build-up of weed growth.

The Project produced a veritable mountain of information and your Committee is
steadily working through that! The Environment Agency has committed to
provide an annual update of the work and we will be looking carefully at what

happens. Mike Hannan

River Medway

Environment Agency (EA) has commissioned a survey of the condition of all the
locks on the navigation following a difficulty at Eldridges Lock which has had to
be closed to public operation and will, for the foreseeable future, be staffed by
EA personnel. Medway River Users Association fear that if the problem
becomes worse the lock could be closed altogether. Bernard Snell

Royal Military Canal

Malcolm Dunstall has resigned as our representative for the Royal Military
Canal. We would welcome any member offering to fill the vacant position. The
Representative is the ears and eyes of the Branch for their navigation. Ideall
they would strike up a dialogue with the Navigation Authorities and keep the
Branch informed of local planning or other issues that could affect the navigation.



Sussex Ouse

The continuing work of clearing the silt from Isfield Lock means that the old lock
gates are at last re-appearing. The lower sections, which have been preserved
about 8 ft of silt, are at least 150, and possibly 200 years old. They may be the
oldest lock gates in existence and SORT have therefore arranged for ar
archaeologist to record all details of the gates as they become exposed.

Still in a historical vein, SORT has recently been given copies of old photographs
of Isfield and Barcombe locks when in a state of early dereliction. Exact dates are
uncertain, but the picture of Isfield is certainly 19th century and pre-dates the
only other old photograph SORT already has of Isfield Lock. It is interesting to
note that in both cases the balance beams appear to be made of rough hewn t
trunks with the bole of the tree left on to provide extra weight. The Isfield
photograph shows the abandoned lock gates resting at exactly the same angle
the gates as they are now reappearing. Hazel Lintott

Kentish Stour

Nine boats from the Broom Owners Club have navigated to Grove Ferry, which
they had not been sure would be physically possible. Due to lack of rain the river
at Grove Ferry is now over a foot lower than usual at this time of spring tides.



Your Committee

The IWA may not agree with opinions expressed in this newsletter, but encourages
publication as a matter of interest. Nothing printed may be construed as policy or an official
announcement unless stated otherwise. The IWA accepts no liability for any matter in this newsletter.

The IWA is a registered Charity No 212342
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