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Forthcoming Events
Tuesday 9th October 2007: 8:00pm: “Inland Waterways of Kent”

St Mildred’s Church Hall, Church Road, Tenterden.
John Elderton will talk on the waterways in their heyday
between 1740 and 1860.  

  

Thur 8th November 2007: 8pm: “Curator of Time”
Strood Yacht Club, Knights Road, Strood. 
David Rooney, Curator of Time, Greenwich Royal Observatory.  

  

Thur 6th December 2007: 8pm: Pre-Christmas Get-Together
Gravesend Sailing Club, The Promenade, Gravesend.
A get-together with TMCA over tea, coffee, nibbles and a bar.
Restoration, recent branch and T&M slides from Roy Sutton.  

  

Thur 17th January 2008: 7:30pm: SORT/IWAKES joint meeting
The Newton Room, The Grange, Lewes. Speaker TBA.

We had a very short AGM at Maidstone, attended by a reasonab1e number of 
members and friends. Luckily we managed to replace Gill as Chairman, and Gill 
as Treasurer; by Mike Hannan and Bernard Snell respectively.  
  

We were then treated to one of Bernard Snell’s slide shows. He told us of his 
journey, via the Lancaster Canal, with Joyce (lucky man) to attend the Trail Boat 
Festival at Crooklands. He then proceeded further north, to arrive in Scotland. So 
out of the plastic bag came a tartan hat, with a ginger wig, with a Sassenach's 
version of “Oich I the New”. We saw pictures of scenes, only a lucky few have 
managed to see, of the Forth and Clyde and the Union Canals. We saw Dalmuir 
Drop Lock, Bowling Basin at the Glasgow end, the rejuvenated basin at the 
Edinburgh end, the popular MacMonagle's sail-thru fish and chip shop, but most 
importantly the Falkirk Wheel where Joyce and Bernard sailed happi1y up and 
down to their heart's content. They spent two nights in the basin below the Wheel 
with one other Wilderness boat and had a spectacular Light Show all of their own.

Past Events

Do you have web-skills? We need someone who would be willing to liaise with 
our Head Office to organise the IWAKES Branch area of www.waterways.org.uk 
to show events (at least). Please contact Mike Hannan or Roy Sutton

Website Coordinator
Angela Acott



Gravesend Sailing Club

St Mildred’s
Church Hall,
Tenterden

Strood Yacht Club



Well, it's my turn now: with some trepidation I have agreed to take up the 
role of Chairman of our Branch. Let me first say how grateful we are to Gill 
Robertson, who was not only our Chairman during the very busy year of 
2006 but also our Treasurer for five years. Thank you Gill, and we all wish 
you good luck in your new ventures.

I take over when the waterways are at a time of change. IWA Council is 
busily digesting the results of various internal reviews and is currently 
consulting members and Branches about the future structure of the 
Association and how best it should communicate with us all in the future.

The government have cut the funding available to British Waterways and 
expects them to find more money and generate savings themselves. I hope 
you've all registered your dissatisfaction with this state of affairs. There's 
an e-petition to sign up to on the Downing Street website, or you could 
lobby your MP, or participate in the many IWA sponsored events, more 
details on www.waterways.org.uk.

Then in our Branch, we have a new Committee. Bernard Snell has taken 
over as Treasurer, and Sue Schwieso and Alan Hales, both of whom 
recently joined the Committee, are settling into their new roles. We are 
fortunate that Roy Sutton, David Harman, Len Wright and Roy Newing 
continue to be stalwarts of the Committee. However we are very 
concerned over whether we are doing what you want us to do. The 
challenge is that we don't know what you want. So, you'll find a short 
questionnaire in this issue of IWAKES and I would encourage you to let us 
have your views. We need to know.

Elsewhere in this issue you'll read the latest news about the two major 
waterway restoration projects that we have underway in our region. Each 
of them has a comprehensive programme of work and are always on the 
look-out for helpers.

Don't forget, please complete the questionnaire and send in your response, 
you may be lucky and win a bottle of champagne!

Mike Hannan

Chairman’s Report



Doug Beard retired, due to ill-health, from the South East Region Committee at 
the AGM on 12th March, having been its Chairman for 11 years. During that 
period Doug was one of the leading figures in saving the Chelmer and Blackwater 
Navigation from bankruptcy and potential closure. He was also very influential 
in the formation of the Lee and Stort Branch. The IWAKES Committee is grateful 
to him particularly for the way that he correctly applied the rules in a period when 
we had no volunteer to be Branch Chairman.  
  

Frank Wallder was elected Region Chairman, succeeding Doug, and Paul 
Strudwick Deputy Chairman. Roy Sutton was elected to the Region Committee. 
Mike Hannan becomes a member ex officio in succession to Gill Robertson.

IWA South East Region

Ten of Southern Water's Rural Sewage Treatment Works discharge treated 
effluent into water courses or rivers connected with  the RMC. During the past 
year Southern Water has invested £6.35 million upgrading Playden, Iden & 
Fairlight STWs to improve the final discharge quality to exceed standards 
imposed by the Environment  Agency. These works are very small in area and 
careful planning was necessary to keep them operational during reconstruction. 
Part of the improvements at Fairlight and Guestling Green is the installation of 
sand filters of the Vertical Cylindrical type; occupying a relatively small space 
but very effective at removing phosphates. It was a pleasure to meet Ben Green, 
Senior Projects Engineer for Southern Water, and his staff and their contractor 
4Delivery and we were most impressed by the work being carried out to improve 
the quality of the water going into our waterway.
   

IWAKES met with Chris McCreedy, Contracts Manager for Shepway District 
Council & Kate Hayes, Environment Officer for Kent County Council. Kate is 
responsible for the RMC Ecological Enhancement Project along the 7km stretch 
from West Hythe Dam to Seabrook Outfall, which is funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. The Project commenced four years ago and there are currently 
three skilled grounds staff employed.  They have achieved a great deal, including 
maintaining pathways, building fishing swims, making and installing bird and 
bat nest boxes and reptile monitoring stations.  An annual tree planting 
programme is in place with over 100 native trees and 2000 whips planted so far.  
Maintenance on the watercourse includes cutting and management of the reeds 
and rushes for habitat, water flow and navigation. Rubbish is cleared from the 
canal throughout the year and during the summer regular aquatic weed cutting  is 
necessary to keep the waterway clear for fishing and boating, making the canal a 
pleasure for all to enjoy and a credit to those working on this project. 

Royal Military Canal

Alan Hales



The IWAKES Committee receives very little 'feedback' from our Branch 
membership of over 600. Decisions are based on assumptions about 
backgrounds, wishes and expectations that could be entirely erroneous. To 
improve our understanding we would like you to complete (on the enclosed reply 
sheet) your answers to the following questions and send them to us. To encourage 
you to respond we offer a bottle of champagne to one lucky respondent. 

1) Please tick up to three of your main interests in the waterways:
a) powered boating b) row-boating or sailing
c) walking d) cycling
e) wildlife f) history
g) engineering h) transport
i) fishing j) art/photography
k) other (please state what)

2) If you are a boater please tick what type of boat you mainly use,
indicating whether it is based within the branch area, or elsewhere:
a) powered hire boat b) privately owned powered boat
c) sailing boat d) rowing boat / punt

3) Please tick up to three items that you consider should be the main
priorities for the Branch:-
a) Ensuring that navigation is not threatened by water abstraction
or flood management
b) Ensuring that navigation or the prospect of navigation is not
threatened by local development
c) Ensuring that navigation is not threatened by lack of maintenance.
d) Liaising with Environment Agency regarding licences and fees.
e) Liaising with Environment Agency and local authorities to improve
facilities for boaters and visitors.
f) Supporting restoration bodies within the Branch area (Sussex Ouse
Restoration Trust and Thames & Medway Canal Association).
g) Fundraising for restoration outside the branch area.
h) Keeping you informed about local waterways news.
i) Running Branch meetings and talks.
j) Arranging trips and visits.
k) Recording waterside buildings and structures to assist preservation.
l) Other (please state what).

Branch Membership Opinion Survey



4) Have you ever attended a Branch meeting or event?

5) If not, what would encourage you to attend?

6) Which towns would be most convenient for you to attend a meeting?
eg Canterbury, Tenterden, Folkestone, Tunbridge Wells, Medway,
Eastbourne, Gravesend, Strood, Maidstone, other?

 
7) The magazine is the Branch's major outlay. Each copy costs 65p to

produce and send and exhaustive enquiries have shown that this cost
cannot be significantly reduced if all branch members are to receive it.
Should the magazine:
a) be distributed as at present
b) be replaced by a once-yearly mailing giving only meeting details
and AGM notices
c) be charged for at about £3 a year, with non-subscribers receiving a
free annual mailing giving only meeting details and AGM notices?

8) If 7a) is adopted, would you be prepared to participate in Branch
fundraising, eg a 100-club?

9) If 7c) is adopted, would you subscribe?

10) Do you have any other suggestions that would enhance your
membership of the Kent and East Sussex Branch of the IWA? 

11) Please tick, once for each person, the age ranges of yourself and other
interested members of your family.

12) What are the occupations of yourself (and your spouse)
eg teacher, mechanic, retired, homekeeper.

13) Do you have:
a) Broadband internet
b) Dial-up internet

14) If you have  internet  and would like to receive IWAKES Branch
Committee minutes then please give us your internet address.  

  

Please complete the enclosed response form and post it to:
Roy Sutton at 79, St Leonards Park, East Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 1EG.
If the response form is lost then please send your answers on a sheet of paper.



roadside. Over the months we must have collected hundreds of car and lorry tyres 
(there is an industrial site nearby) cloths, and household items, and some very 
dubious matter. But the name of the game is we enjoy ourselves, and share good 
companionship, whilst we are doing it.

Thames & Medway Canal

The sponsored walk on Sunday 
stApril 1  was not a joke and it 

seemed to be enjoyed by about 
forty people and four legged 
friends. We started walking along 
the seawall then joined the 
Thames & Medway Canal 
towpath near British Uralite, 
where we halted for a natter. We 
then wandered back along the 
towpath, some continuing that 
way and some regaining the 
seawall for a view of Shornemead 
Fort and a breezy walk back to the 
Ship & Lobster. We met up with 
the other walkers there and 
enjoyed bangers and mash and 
another natter. 

Angela Acott

The Tuesday Morning Club meet at 
either Higham or Gravesend. We 
always seem to accomplish a fair 
amount, in a short time; collecting up 
and disposing of other people's rubbish 
that, luckily enough, Gravesham 
Council seem content at the moment to 
come and collect, after we pile it by the

Photos of the walk by Bernard Snell



Gravesend Basin
Feabrex Ltd, owner of much of the land between the north east of the Basin and 
the River, submitted Planning Application Reference No 20060825 to 
Gravesham Borough Council on 29th September 2006. The application is for full 
planning permission for 175 one and two bedroom flats on the peninsular 
opposite the Sailing Club and outline permission for a further 700 units in the area 
between the peninsular and the point where Albion Rd changes to a footpath 
(where there are two right-angle bends). The application, submitted through 
agents Grimley, is supported by reports from a half-dozen reputable consultants 
totalling around 8in thickness of A4.
  

Feabrex propose the canal route become a ‘swale’; a 13m wide depression in the 
ground with sloped sides and a shallow pond at its base that will intermittently fill 
with runoff rainwater from the rest of the site. Three roads are planned to cross the 
swale at roughly existing ground level without provision of lift or swing bridges. 
To later convert these crossings to high level or lift or swing bridges to restore 
navigation would require diversion of roads in a high density residential and 
commercial area; hugely expensive and disruptive. Services would be clustered 
to two canal crossings; however, there is no provision to run them below the level 
of the bottom of the restored channel. To later divert services under the bed of a 
restored canal would be immensely costly. Fibre-optics cost tens of thousands to 
relocate and a sewerage pumping station potentially hundreds of thousands.  
  

The planning application is technically ‘deficient’. So Gravesham Borough 
Council has asked Feabrex to provide further supporting information; 
particularly on traffic flows and flood protection. However, at some point these 
are likely to be sufficiently resolved that the application may be presented to the 
Planning Committee. IWAKES wrote to Gravesham Borough Council Planning 
and Regeneration Services on 19th April objecting to the proposed development 
on the basis that the proposed infrastructure would be so expensive to modify that 
it would render any possible future restoration of the Thames & Medway Canal 
uneconomic. We argued that the canal should be restored through the 
development site on its original line; but at the basin’s water level; so providing 
larger floodwater storage area and a more sustainable basin. Ultimately a lock 
would be required in the Mark Lane area to separate saline and fresh waters.
  

The application may be viewed at the Civic Centre Foyer. A summary, 
www.Gravesham.gov.uk (SiteMap>Planning>Weekly List>Sept2006), allows 
objections to be lodged.  Better, please WRITE to Gravesham Borough Council 
Planning Department, Civic Centre, Windmill Street, Gravesend DA12 1AU to 
express your views on Feabrex’ application 20060825.  If you live in Gravesham 
then PLEASE, PLEASE write and copy your letter to your ward councillor. 
Swung council control may make them  reactive to their electorate’s wishes! 



on the bankside, clearing barrow-loads of people's household rubbish, and 
enough clothes to start up a charity shop. A visible clearance was made in all areas 
followed by lunch on sandwiches provided by the Jolly Farmers.  
  

In the afternoon we transferred to the Thames and Medway Canal. Essex 
Waterway Recovery Group proceeded to fell a large tree obstructing the view of 
the Obelisk marking the boundary between London and Rochester dioceses. The 
remainder of the party carried on with their usual habit of litter picking up. Essex 
wrg spent the night at Gravesend Sailing Club, catered for by Pat Rouse.  
  

The last trees obstructing the Cray were removed on the Sunday.  Dartford 
Barrier was closed due to an abnormally high tide and the little rowing boats 
hastily retreated, due to the fierce resulting reflected tidal wave. Most attending 
thought it worthwhile and Essex WRG expressed a desire to come to the area 
again if their work1oad permits. Someone who lives in the locality is needed to 
represent IWAKES; knowing what is on the ground and being a contact with 
other organisations concerned with the Dartford and Crayford Navigation. 
Would you be willing? Please contact us.  

Crayford Creek Restored
On the weekend of 17/18 March IWA Kent and East Sussex Branch joined forces 
with Essex Waterway Recovery Group, Thames and Medway Canal Association 
and Thames21 River Keeper Volunteers to re-open the Crayford Navigation to its  
terminal basin at Vitbe Mill. The Creek was obstructed to all bar the smallest craft 
by trees fallen across it from an island adjacent the North Kent Railway viaduct.  
  

The Creek is tidal and the operation had to take place on a rising tide, since 
otherwise boats could ground. So at the start of the flood at 9am on the Saturday 
some hardy souls crossed the mud on a carpet to take to a couple of small boats. 
One boat, provided by Ashe Hurst of Thames21, had an oarsman and power-saw 
operator, Paul Coles or Bob Crow, from Essex wrg. The other, provided by David 
Rouse of TMCA, carried the free ends of ropes supplied on drums by Bernard 
Snell. Off-cut branches were attached to the ropes and then pulled by a large body 
of people to the towpath where they were dismembered. The resulting logs and 
brash were wheel-barrowed to two skips provided by Bexley Borough Council.

Angela Acott and Roy Sutton

A good clearance 
was made of the 
undergrowth, and 
overhanging trees 
obstructing the river. 
Meanwhile, the less 
a d v e n t u r o u s  
members attending, 
g o t  t o  w o r k



Sussex Ouse
After the successful launch of its Vision Document, towards which IWA 
contributed £2000, Sussex Ouse Restoration Trust is now expecting 2007 to be an 
exciting year, and new opportunities for helping the Trust have arisen:-
   

MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES: A SORT member is guiding the Trust 
through the process necessary for the attainment of charitable status this year. In 
the light of this, the Trust needs to strengthen its management team with new 
blood and additional expertise. The next two years will see some major changes. 
In particular we are looking for book-keeping skills and people who enjoy 
administrative tasks (letter writing, record keeping etc). If your interests lie in 
public relations, fund raising or environmental concerns they would serve to 
strengthen the management of the Trust. Please phone Hazel Lintott (Secretary) 
on 01444 414413 if you can help.  
  

PRACTICAL CONSERVATION HELP: Work at Isfield Lock restarted in May 
after the winter break (due to restrictions caused by the nearby pheasant shoot). 
Clearance of the silt from the lock chamber and careful excavation of the 
(probably original) lock gates are this year’s tasks. Anyone who would like to 
help with some practical restoration work is very welcome to join the work 
parties. Paul Morris on 01435 863683 would be delighted to hear from you and 
give you dates and times. Also, once the lock gates have been removed they need 
to be stored as they will be used as patterns for new gates. Does any IWAKES 
member have a suitable storage area? Hazel Lintott

River Rother
We had a most memorable trip from Tenterden to Scots Float and back on the 
Dannie Lee in 2005. Mike and Valerie Berry have now decided to retire and sell 
their riverside cottage and the Bodiam Ferry boat business together as a going 
concern with a guide price around £395,000.

The cottage, once the wharf manager's, dates from 1820 and is offered freehold, 
with the tea-garden. Nine years’ lease remains on the riverbank. The agents are 
Douglas Moloney and Partners of Northiam (01797 253000).



Your Committee 

____________________________________________________________________________
The IWA may not agree with opinions expressed in this newsletter, but encourages
publication as a matter of interest. Nothing printed may be construed as policy or an official
announcement unless stated otherwise. The IWA accepts no liability for any matter in this newsletter.

The IWA is a registered Charity No 212342
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