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Executive Summary

What is WPC?

What are wood plastics composites?

How can money be made from WPC?

What are the raw materials for WPC?

What factors are key in sourcing wood for WPC?
What about natural fibre alternatives to using wood fibres in WPC?
What factors are key in sourcing resins for WPC?

Is WPC really a new technology?

How different is one WPC from another?

What other materials are similar to WPC?

Will Europe follow US trends in WPC?

What are the potential applications of WPC in Europe?
What implications do the properties of WPC have for product design?
Where does WPC fit in the market place?

What are the environmental arguments for WPC ?

Can WPC be competitive on price?

To summarise, what commercial advantages does WPC offer?
Technical Performance of Wood-Plastics Composites
Availability of numerical data

Ease of handling and using WPC

Durability in outdoor applications

Water absorption

Flammability

Mechanical properties of WPC

Creep and stress relaxation (viscoelastic effects).
Mechanical properties of unusual types of WPC
Dielectric properties of WPC

Environmental Profile

Introduction

Materials

Production

Use

End-of-Life disposal

Relevant eco-labels

Raw Materials: Wood

Composition of wood

Commercial sources of wood

Particle size range

Fibre aspect ratio
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