This spreadsheet contains all the information recorded for Hollesley Parish in the Censuses held every ten years from 1841-1901 (the data is released only after 100 years).  Census Enumerators travelled around their districts, filling pre-printed Notebooks with details about the occupants of every dwelling. Hollesley was divided into  two Districts every year except 1851, when the whole parish was in one. For every dwelling, the Head of Household is recorded, then everyone else sleeping there on Census night, with their relationship to the Head (e.g. wife, son, servant, lodger), their age and birthplace, and later, their occupation and employment status. 
The spreadsheet contains everything in the original notebooks, but in a different format.  Each person’s horizontal entry includes all their appearances over the years.  To make it fit on the screen, many of the columns have been ‘squeezed’.  They can be ‘stretched’ back out so the contents can be read, by positioning your mouse cursor over the line between 2 column headings. The arrow will change to a 2-way arrow. Click and drag the edge of the column to make it wide enough to read.
The first 6 columns contain the number of the entries in the original Notebooks.

A number was assigned to each entry from 1851, and so a person may have up to 6 numbers if they lived through the whole period. The numbers have been prefaced with 41, 51, 61 etc (or 61b, 71b, etc., if they are in the second Enumerator’s District) to keep Censuses separate.

Addresses   Modern addresses were not used in the 19th century, so for most people their home is listed under a named farm or lane; several households often share the same ‘address’ but may have occupied different farm cottages, etc.  Many villagers are recorded simply as living in ‘The Street’.  Some households have nothing recorded as an ‘address’ and others have only ditto marks; square brackets round an address indicate that it is not specifically listed in the Notebook. Only a few large houses such as Hollesley Grove or the Rectory are treated separately. The Enumerators, especially in earlier Censuses, were erratic spellers, but the original spelling has been reproduced.
Surnames  The data is currently displayed in alphabetical order of surnames.  An average person can appear in up to 7 Censuses, at different ages, in different households, with different occupations, etc.   Girls who married changed their surnames, and have been recorded under both maiden and married names ,as e.g. ‘Smith/Brown’ at the end of the alphabetical sequence for that name.  In many cases there is no definite evidence for the marriage and a note will have been made in the Comments column.
First Names  These are usually straightforward. Some variations (e.g. Harry/Henry,  Caroline/Carol Ann) appear in different Censuses, and again spelling was erratic in the early years.  A note should appear in the Comment column in these cases.
M or F  reproduces the Notebook entries recording each person’s gender.

Position  The next 6 columns record the person’s position in the household, which might change over their lifetime, e.g. from son, to lodger with a neighbour, to head of a new household, to an elderly person living either alone, with family or as a lodger.  (Housing was often ‘tied’ to a job, and when a person could no longer work, they lost their home as well)
Married status  This has only been included for 1851, when it was first recorded, as it is reflected in the ‘Position’ column. Widowhood is noted in the Comments column.
Age  Reproduces the figures given by the Enumerators. Occasionally these do not increase by the expected 10 years each time, and a note appears in the Comments column.  Given the very small range of first names in use, the person’s age can be a vital clue in distinguishing individuals from one another.
Occupation/Profession  These columns show the occupations recorded for each person.  Children may be recorded as ‘scholar’, especially in 1841-71 when there was no legal requirement to send children to school. For many the abbreviation ‘Ag lab’, for Agricultural labourer, covers their whole career in farming.  Almost all married women have no recorded ‘occupation’, although as well as rearing up to a dozen children they would certainly have done various farm jobs. In 1891 and 1901 a column was provided for recording whether the person was employed, an employer, or neither, but domestic servants appear in none of these.  For these reasons, trying to calculate e.g. the total number of those at work should be approached with caution.
Birthplace   In 1841 only a Yes/No answer was recorded to the question ‘Born in the same County?’, after that the parish of birth is given.
Links/Comments  This column (not part of the original census data) draws attention to discrepancies, and also to cases where, e.g. a person with one surname lived with a family of another name, including live-in servants as well as lodgers. Cases where a girl may have become the wife in a new household are noted here.  This column is also used to record the very few occasions when anything was recorded in the column provided for ‘Blind, Deaf & Dumb, Imbecile or Lunatic’ in the Notebooks.
Abbreviations used : w=with.  mo=mother.  dau=daughter. wid=widow. bn=born. g’son/g’dau/g’father/g’mother= grandson/granddaughter etc. prev=previous. abs=absent. serv=servant. Col Col=Colonial College. cf=compare with. pre=before. Holl=Hollesley.
