forthcoming events 2006

April 22nd Beating the bounds with Dacre Morris, various sites around the Dacre estate in Lewisham.

May 1st – Join us to welcome in the Summer at Dawn, around 5.30 a.m. at the Donkey Rides on Blackheath, just outside the gates to Greenwich Park. From 10.30 on – Rochester Sweeps Parade. Come to see us and about 50 other sides in the South East’s biggest annual Morris event.

Saturday  May 13th Suffolk Weekend dancing in Diss High Street at Lunchtime.

Saturday May 20th. Northwood Morris Tour. From Tandridge to Bletchingly (for lunch) Godstone and finishing at the Royal Standard in Croydon.

July 7th to 9th Harwich Morris Weekend in the Harwich and Dovercourt area.

July 15th Blackheath Morrismens’ Day of Dance at Borough High Street, London.

And a range of Thursday evening pub venues, posted on our website before each event.
See our website;

www.greenwichmorrismen.com

for the latest information

Practice hall location
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Vanbrugh Community Centre Mycenae House, Mycenae Road. Blackheath SE3

Next to Woodlands Art Gallery

Practice sessions on Thursday evenings from 8pm to 10 pm throughout the winter season, October to April.



Our Bagman

Ged Balmer

Phone 0208 857 2528

Email;  bagman@greenwichmorrismen.com
Website;  greenwichmorrismen.com

GREENWICH MORRISMEN

“The finest Morris Side in the whole of London (SE10)”

MORRIS DANCING IN LONDON
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Information

and

Programme

about greenwich morrismen

We dance traditional Morris dances mainly from the Cotswold area to the accompaniment of concertinas, melodeons and accordions. 

We are based in Greenwich but we regularly dance further afield into North West Kent. 

We are a small but very friendly side who would welcome new members - dancers or musicians. No previous experience is necessary and all tuition is freely provided. 

Following the Dawn Dance on May 1st., we perform mainly outside pubs, and we travel to join other sides for weekends of frivolity, known as Ales! 

We meet on Thursdays and the season continues until mid September. From then on, we practice at The Vanbrugh Community Centre, Mycenae House in Mycenae Road Blackheath SE3. We start at 8pm and then continue in the bar upstairs from about 10 pm. 

We guarantee a very warm welcome at any time. 

About Morris dancing.

It is possible that the word Morris is derived from the word ‘Moorish’ or ‘morisco’ (a derogatory term meaning ‘little Moors’). Certainly in the very late middle ages, Morris dancers were sometimes referred to as morisco dancers, but it is pretty certain that, whatever the origin of the word, there is no evidence that the dance came from the Moors or entered the country with the armies of John o’ Gaunt or anything of that sort. Neither is there proof of any connection between Moorish dancing and Morris dancing.

In the seventeenth century there had been suggestions of a connection with Moorish dancing and it was adopted as a convenient theory. It fitted in, for example, because some dancers blacked up their faces and attached bells to their legs, which was believed to be something to do with North Africa. Similarly, there is no evidence that Morris dancing has any connection with pagan festivals.

This form of dance probably originated in the European courts of the fifteenth century and was further developed in the sixteenth century. The Tudors were keen on the Morris dance and it became associated with May Day revels. To this end, there is also a fairly strong link with church ales.
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In mediaeval and Renaissance England, the churches brewed and sold ales, including wassail. These ales were sold for many occasions, both seasonal and sacramental – there were christening ales, bride’s ales, clerk, wake and Whitsun ales – and were an important means of fund-raising for churches. The Whitsun ales were produced in May for semi-secular festivals and celebrations, usually at Whitsun, hence the name. Ale celebrations had been connected with the Church since monastic days when monasteries offered accommodation for pilgrims. 

The fund-raising nature of these occasions puts them in line with village fetes, church fetes being a continuance of the church ale sales. The ales were suppressed by the Puritan authorities in the seventeenth century and, when some reappeared in the  late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, they usually had associated dancing – Cotswold Morris dancing for instance.

 For various reasons, church ales and Whitsun ales survived quite late in the south-west Midlands. Most of the Cotswold Morris tradition comes from this region and many of the Cotswold Morris sides gave dances to Cecil Sharp (the early twentieth-century folk music collector and editor) who linked them to Whit ales or Whitsun celebrations. The significance of the sticks and handkerchiefs is unknown. Most folk customs evolve, gaining and losing elements as they change over time. Sticks could suggest combat, which might have been one of the origins. 

However, Morris was also danced by women from the late mediaeval period. That Cotswold Morris in the nineteenth century was danced only by men is probably more to do with Victorian attitudes than with the true traditions, which always involved women as well as men.

 Cotswold is the most common form of Morris, the style danced by Greenwich Morrismen. The men are dressed in white with bells on the shins, baldrics (a relic of the days when swords were carried) and brown waistcoats adorned with nautical symbols reflecting the side’s Thameside origin.
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