GCSE History Coursework

Scheme of work


The First World War 1914-18

The Western Front 1914-17

Week
1

Title 

The Schlieffen Plan

Content
The geography of Europe in 1914; the many causes of the outbreak of war; what was the Schlieffen Plan and why did it fail?

Resources
Maps, Hindsight Magazine.

Assessment

Week
2

Title

The nature of Trench Warfare.

Content
What the trenches looked like; what it was like to live in a trench.

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks.

Assessment

Week

3+4

Title

Strategy, Tactics and Weapons.

Content
How each side attacked and defended; tactics used; weapons of WW1.

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks.

Assessment

Week 

5+6

Title

The Somme, Verdun and The Third Battle of Ypres.

Content
The significance of each battle; their similarities and differences.

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks, some local studies might help here.

Assessment
Essay; Why was the First World War not over by Christmas?

Changing circumstances in 1917-18

Week

7

Title

USA enters and Russia leaves the war.



Content
Why the USA entered the war and why Russia left and their consequences.

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks.

Assessment

Week

8

Title

 The German Spring Offensives of 1918

Content
Where and how did the Germans almost win the war and the importance of this offensive and the allied response.

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks.

Assessment

Week

9

Title

Reasons for the Armistice.

Content
Why and when the fighting stopped

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks.

Assessment
Essay; Why did the allies win the war?

The Home Front in Britain 1914-18

Week

10

Title

British attitudes in 1914

Content
The attitudes of civilians and soldiers when war broke out.

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks.
Assessment

Week

11

Title

Government policies.

Content
Censorship, propaganda, recruitment, rationing, DORA

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks.

Assessment

Week

12

Title

Women

Content
The important role played by women during the war; factory workers, doing the work of men, nurses at the front.

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks.

Assessment

Week

13

Title

The Effects of war on civilians and the British economy.

Content
The effects of war on civilians and soldiers.

Resources
Hindsight Magazine, videos, textbooks.

Assessment
Start work in coursework assignments.
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