A level Notes: The Symphony

Symphony usudly refers to a musicd work written in a certain form.  The symphony as a
musica form has existed for more than 2000 years. It is a piece of music for a large body of
ingruments, and it usualy consists of four different sections.

First Movement: Brisk and lively

Usudly in Sonata Form. A movement in Sonata form has two musicd themes. The fird is
loud and forceful: the second is quiet and lyricd.

”D At the very beginning of the movement, you hear the dtrong firg theme, then, after a
brief bit of intereting activity in the harmony department, the softer second theme comes in.
This whole section’s purpose in life is to introduce, or expose, the two melodies; therefore,
musicians cdl this part of the first movement of the exposition.

“D Then comes a new section. In this section, the composer develops the two themes,
vaying them and making them more interesting musicd associations.  Logicdly enough,
this section is cdled the devel opment section.

“D Fndly, the man ideas are reintroduced in the same order as a the beginning: firs the
srong powerful theme and then the quieter, more lyricad one. The composer redtates these
themes in a dightly different form, but they’'re very recognizable for wha they are.  This
section is caled the recapitul ation.

EXPOSTION —DEVELOPMENT —RECAPITUALUTION

Second movement: Slow and Lyrical

After the livdy and energetic firs movement of a symphony comes a time to rdax. The
second movement is usudly dow ad lyricd, with a lilting, songlike them (giving the
composer a chance to show off their melodic ahility).

Third movement: Dancy

The third movement is dance like — ether a minuet or a scherzo. It is usudly written in %
time. The third movement consds of three sections. First you hear the minuet or scherzo
itsdf. Then you have a contragting section cdled a trio. Findly the minuet or scherzo
comes back again.

MINUET —TRIO —MINUET

OR
SCHERZO - TRIO — SCHERZO
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The finde is usudly fast and furious, showing off the virtuosc prowess of the orchedtra
This finde is dso usudly quite light in character — that is, it doesn't usudly go into a great
ded of emationd depth. The finde's much more concerned with having a good time. Also,
very often it isin rondo form.

In a rondo form you hear a ddightful theme over and over again, dternating with something
contragting. Hereis an example of rondo form in written form;

Sudying andydsisfun.

Studying analysis makes our brains tired.

Studying andysisis fun.

Studying analysisis good when giving presentations.
Studying andydsisfun.

Studying andysisis excelent when we play slly games.
Sudying andydsisfun.

A-B-A-C-A-D-A

The Symphony
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Movement 2

Movement 3
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