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A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF BILLY JOHNS B.E.M.,

Founder of MUMBLES RANGERS BOYS’ CLUB.

To be held at All Saints Church, Oystermouth

On Wednesday march 2nd 2005 at 7.00pm
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	Billy Johns B.E.M.


This will be a mixed evening and all wives, partners, friends, parents, grandparents, etc. are cordially invited to be present at the church.

The evening will last for approximately 1 hour, since many of the ‘Rangers’ youngest members will be present. But arrangements will be made for ‘our old Boys and guests’ to afterwards get together in the adjoining church hall.

An inscribed plaque will be unveiled that will also contain Billy Johns’s medals.

In 1959 an irate Daily Mirror editor decided to publish his newspaper’s own New Honours List. He set up an eminent panel of judges that included the Duke of Bedford, Lady Braithwaite and Matt Busby and from thousands of recommendations they chose Billy Johns for their Man of the Year Award, “for his courage and his services to the community.” Billy was later also awarded the British Empire Medal (B.E.M.).

Mumbles Rangers is one of the most thriving clubs for young people in Wales. The club currently organises seventeen (17) football teams every week. The Junior Section alone comprises over 150 members, and from top to bottom the club is – and always has been – an entirely voluntary organisation.

The club was founded in 1949 by the late BILLY JOHNS, and several of those youngsters who joined in the Rangers’ very early years will be present.

Many of the club’s ex-members are making a huge effort to attend, and will be coming from all parts of the U.K. and, indeed, from places as far apart as South Africa (Bob Smith, former club leader after Billy’s death), Italy (Carlo Prete, former club member in the 1950’s), and the South of France (Murray Crook) – also a 1950’s club member.

Although they are no longer ‘youngster’, members of Billy John’s first-ever team will be present together with many who joined Billy in those early and difficult but enjoyable years.

Billy Johns was determined there should be a game of football for everyone who wanted to join his club.

He remained steadfast in his belief that loyalty should be rewarded, and everyone who joined Mumble Rangers soon realised that here was a very special man – a person who wanted to run as many teams as he could, providing football for all who wanted to play.

In that way he was determined to reward the loyalty of all who joined. His aim was to give ALL his youngsters the opportunity to participate in sport. Those who joined his club were to be given the same chance as everyone else to play a regular game of football.

As a result, the loyalty shown by Billy Johns to his youngsters was returned tenfold.

Of course, some were more talented than others, but for Billy Johns there was something far more important than just winning football matches. That is why the merely ‘average’ and ‘the lesser’ players were all of equal importance to him. In Billy’s teams there was a place for all who joined.

That is why his club soon went from strength to strength - and with a philosophy and a spirit that was to be the envy of other clubs in the area.

The unveiling of the plaque containing Billy’s medals takes place just 3 days after our Annual Dinner, allowing those who are travelling long distances to attend both events.

Our aim is for every single club member together with (in the case of Junior members) parents and grandparents and (in the case of senior members and ex-members) wives, partners, girlfriends etc. to attend and help make the occasion as successful as the achievements of this very special man deserve.

When Bill Johns died, Oystermouth All Saints Church was filled with a sad congregation made up of young and old. It is the club’s hope that on Wednesday 2nd March the church will be just as full – but this time with young and old who are there to celebrate that Billy’s club is just as strong today as it was over half a century ago.

Indeed the unveiling of the plaque and medals will provide a unique opportunity for the majority of our members, who never had the privilege of knowing Billy Johns, to learn just why he became such a legend with the young people of Mumbles.

We very much hope that everyone who has the slightest association with Mumbles Rangers will be present – and that includes everyone in the community of Mumbles who wishes to attend.

It promises to be a very important evening in the history of our club.

Clive Henson (Chairman)

Des Criddle (President)

Please visit our website www.mumblesrangers.co.uk
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