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 THE OLD ILMINSTERIANS ASSOCIATION

17 July 2008

Dear Old Ilminsterians

My year as your President came to an end at the Annual General Meeting last week. Particularly for those of you who were not at the Meeting I would like to say a word or two about the events of the year, and to all of you I would like to say a big thank you for your friendship and your continued support of the Association.

Our Seventy-fifth Anniversary made 2007 a special year for the Association, with the dedication of the new stained glass window in The Minster and the lunch that followed as the highlights of the year. By contrast, the last twelve months has been a return to business as usual, so I cannot hope to match Cliff’s eloquent and amusing account to you of his presidential year.

My letter at Christmas gave an account of the Remembrance Day Service, which I attended. This unfortunately turned out to be the only external event that I was able to get to, as to my very great regret, I was not able to go to the Old Crewkernians Dinner nor to the Old Cerdics Reunion Lunch because of an unfortunate clash of dates on each occasion.  However, Cliff White ably deputised for me and sent an account of each which made me even sadder to have missed out. The Old Cerdics met at Maidenhead Rugby Club in March and Cliff and his wife Magee enjoyed the lunch party in a luxurious private dining room before dragging themselves away from the warmth to step out on to the grandstand to watch the rugby. He tells me that he does not remember much about the match so clearly the hospitality suite lived up to its name.  Cliff reported in equally glowing terms on the Old Crewkernians dinner at The George Hotel, at which Dennis Silk was the guest speaker.

Because of a family commitment that I could not change, I was sadly unable to accept the kind invitation from the Girls Grammar School Old Girls to their lunch in April.  However, Bryan Neath was a very willing volunteer to go in my place and clearly very much enjoyed himself, but has not divulged much detail.

Which brings us to the Annual Reunion day on July 12th.  We were lucky to have a nice day, not too hot but no rain and some sunshine.  The service followed the familiar pattern, with our usual favourite hymns; my wife Corinne commented that this is the only occasion she knows where the mens’ singing outdoes the ladies’; it must be the fifty years of practice that we have had. Afterwards, well over a hundred members and guests sat down to an excellent lunch at The Shrubbery. It was a pleasure to welcome as special guests Mrs Enid Sawyer, and from the Old Girls’ Association, Jan Knight and Patricia Minson.  

After lunch, my wife Corinne and I walked up over Herne Hill- by far the toughest assignment of my presidential year;  for me, memories of cross country runs, and a late night badger hunt. in 1952 I think;  does anyone else remember that? Who says nostalgia is not what it used to be?

I will leave it to John Loftus, our incoming President, to report on the AGM and the very splendid dinner and evening that followed. I will simply say that it is clear that the Association is in great heart, and for me personally it is always a great pleasure to come to Reunion Day.  I look forward to many more.  How quickly a year goes. I would like to end by thanking you all for your support during my year, and particularly the members of the Committee who in fact do all the work.  And finally, to wish John the best for his year as President; John, I hope you enjoy yourself as much as I have done.

I look forward to seeing you next year; meanwhile, best wishes to you all

Philip Burnford
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