LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on

Monday 9th November 2009

At Stratford Riverside Centre

1. PRESENT FROM THE COUNCIL: Peter Chaloner[Chairman] Sue Hussey, Graham Peck, Philip Hope-Cobbold, Roger Blyth; Pat Trinder [Clerk]

2. PRESENT FROM THE PUBLIC: Ceri Gleeson; Paul Larman; Chris McGee;

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Stuart Hogg; Colin Hart [District & County Councillor]  PCSO Thora Taylor,

4. Co-option of new Councillor: A letter of resignation had been received from Cllr. John Cockburn, since the last meeting. The statutory procedures for advertising the vacancy within the parish had been carried out. SCDC had confirmed that the fourteen days within which ten electors could give notice claiming an election had expired and the vacancy can therefore be filled by co-option by the Parish Council. The Chairman confirmed that to date no candidates had come forward. Ceri Gleeson expressed her interest in the vacancy, and on a Proposition by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr. Roger Blyth, it was unanimously agreed to co-opt Ceri Gleeson on to the council.

5. Declaration of Interest: The Chairman declared an Interest in Agenda item 9[d].

6. Minutes of last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th October 2009 were unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record.

7. Matters arising from the October Council meeting:

[a] Community Area: The annual community area inspection was carried out by PlaySafety Ltd on behalf of RoSPA in September 2009. The inspection did identify one or two minor issues, including projecting bolt threads on the gates and the swing supports which need tightening.  As reported at the last meeting the most pressing issue was the damage to the wooden play hut, which had become considerably worse and needed urgent attention. Philip agreed to purchase the lengths of weather-boarding required for the repair and it was also agreed to remove the doors of the hut in an effort to discourage further vandalism. A working party was arranged for Sunday 22nd November’09 at 10.00 a.m. In the meantime, it was agreed to compose a ‘flyer’ to be distributed with Ebb and Flow, outlining the financial implications to the parish as a result of vandalism and encouraging parishioners to be vigilant and report any incidents they may witness. A.P. Clerk to draft wording for approval. 

[b]  Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: Nothing to report.

[c] SNT – Police presence: A written police report for October was read [copy to be filed with the Minutes]

[d] Neighbourhood Watch Scheme: Nothing to report.

8. Planning: Nothing to report.

9. S.C.C. & District Councillor’s Report: Colin Hart’s written report had been circulated and was received. [copy to be filed with the Minutes]
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10. Finance

[a] Financial Update:

The amount in the current account is £   283.20

The amount in the deposit account is £2,612.58

After approved invoices have been paid the combined amount in the accounts will be £2,810.28

[b] Invoices approved to be paid:

· Community area annual inspection [Sept.’09]  Amount    £72.45
· E-on Street Lighting [1 July-30 Sept.’09]             “            £13.05
            [c]  Appointment of new cheque signatory to replace John Cockburn:

                  On a proposition by the Chairman, seconded by Graham Peck, it was

                  unanimously agreed to appoint Cllr. Sue Hussey as a cheque signatory. 

            [d]  Payment of grant to Parish Room: [Peter Chaloner withdrew from the

                  meeting at this point]  As reported at the last meeting, the Parish Room 

                  Committee had received a grant of £2,300 from the Suffolk Environmental

                  Trust.  The clerk read a subsequent letter received from Chris McGee, on

                  behalf of Little Glemham Parish Room Management Committee, along

                  with an accompanying letter from the Suffolk Environmental Trust, 

                  advising that a Third Party Contribution of 10% of the grant value 

                  [i.e. £230] must be paid to the contributing Landfill Operator, Viridor 

                  Waste Management Ltd. before any SET payments are made.  The 

                  Parish Council was therefore asked if it would deposit the required sum

                  of  £230 immediately, noting that this amount would be deducted from the

                  £500 grant already agreed in principle by the council, leaving a balance

                  sum payable of £270.  [Minute Ref. 8[d] LGPC meeting 8.6.2009 refers]

                  Councillors unanimously supported Philip Hope-Cobbold’s proposition 

                  that the sum of £230 should be paid to Viridor Waste Management Ltd, as 

                  requested. N.B. The combined amount in the accounts after this 

                 additional immediate payment of £230  will be £2,580.28

                 [Peter Chaloner returned to the meeting]

            [e]  Internal Auditors – Heelis & Lodge: Following receipt of a letter 

                   received from Heelis & Lodge, on a Proposition by the Chairman, it was

                   unanimously agreed to confirm the following:

· That LGPC would like to take advantage of their guaranteed fixed price structure audit service for the years 2010-2012 [quoted full price for internal audit of £35 to include inspection of records, completion of report]
· That the Council would prefer to continue their current practice of their audit being carried out in April – June 2010 

· Following a previous recommendation to expand the ‘risk assessment’ to include financial risk, the Chairman had prepared and circulated a revised Risk Assessment to include the points discussed at the last meeting relating to the financial transactions carried out by or on behalf of the Council.  The suggested wording was unanimously agreed and approved. [Copy to be filed with Minutes]
           [f]   Barclays Bank: No objections were raised to the proposal to convert the

                  existing Business Premium Account [deposit] to the new ‘Business Saver 

                  Account’.
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           [g] Setting of annual budget 2010-11 [See attached]
                 Details of the proposed budget had been circulated and was unanimously 

                 accepted at £2,900.00. The clerk was authorised to submit a formal request 

                 for a Precept in this sum when the necessary paperwork is received from 

                 SCDC.

11. Possible donation to CAB: It was agreed to pay a donation of £50 to the Leiston branch of C.A.B. [Cheque to be signed at the January’10 meeting]
12. S.C.C. Public Transport Services in and around the Little Glemham Locality: Proposed survey of households following a meeting held on 20th October’09: Details of the proposals and options had been circulated via email. Councillors supported the Chairman’s proposition to undertake the longer survey with a freepost return address. A.P. Clerk to request 80 forms to be sent direct to the Chairman, who would ask Jeff Fairhead to arrange delivery.

13. Schedule of meeting dates for 2010, to be held at 8.00 p.m. in the Parish Room: The following dates were unanimously agreed:

Monday 11th January                               Monday 12th July

Monday   8th February                             Monday 13th Sept.

Monday   8th March                                 Monday 11th Oct.

Monday  12th April                                  Monday 8th Nov [Budget meeting]

Monday  10th May [Parish Annual Meeting]

Monday 14th June

14. Any Other Business: Nothing to report.

15. Date of next meeting: Monday 11th January 2010 at 8.00 p.m.

Signed as a correct record……………………………………………………..

                                                               Peter Chaloner

                                     Date                  11th January 2010

