	How to use an Interactive White Board


This project considers the uses of Interactive White Boards in teaching and learning. Many schools have bought or are considering buying this tool. When used in conjunction with  LCD Projector it becomes an additional tool for presentation. It may not be an essential tool but it does enhance your teaching in the following ways:-

· Emphasis on word,letter, sentence and grammar in English

· Highlighting important events during video presentation i.e. circling areas of the screen worth looking at in more detail.

· It can be used to input your handwriting into a wordprocessor. Useful for group discussion and giving a handout at the end of the discussion that is photocopiable.

· In Art it provides an interface for freehand drawing on a vertical plane and to work a large area ( the whiteboard) to explore gross movements. Useful for pupils in wheelchairs and for the visually impaired.

Reading

Bringing emphasis in the Literacy hour to stories where you want to either point out specific words, phrases or get the pupils to find particular words or phrases. Also , the higher literacy skills that look at the ways words are phrased or put together. Giving alternative words. All these can be done without a computer. But the method here is to see it as a whole class group activity that can be a shared experience of the class.

Storytelling and finding words
Writing.

The following movie clip lets you see in action how this could be done. It gives explanation to the main tools of a typical interactive white board 

Handwriting using the interactive white board
Multimedia in Science

Class demonstrations of scientific principles or the use of the eyewitness series by Doring Kingsley could be freezed framed at key moments and notes made or drawn out from the material to show to the pupils. This is more intuitive for some teachers using the Interactive White Board as opposed to using the computer and  a projector. Others may use it to highlight areas of the screen and make notes about what the pupils are watching. Also, getting pupils to show what different parts of an image mean ( eg. Parts of the skeleton, etc ). This demonstrates their learning very effectively. 

Multimedia Science Lesson 

Art

A large canvas can be created which you can use to draw with and to use the common ICT tools associated with graphic packages. The advantage of using the Interactive White Board is that it is similar to painting and to non-ICT methods. It is intuitive – more intuitive than a graphics tablet
. 

Pens, Colours and Shapes 

Ideas for the Classroom

Try out the following ideas to improve your presentation skills using an Interactive White Board:-

· Take some text from an internet source eg children’s authors and get the pupils to find the key words in the story. Look at grammar, consonant, verb , consonant constructions. Letter and word clusters and how they appear in the flow of text.

· Using number patterns made in Excel ( see the Mathematics CD ROM) ask pupils to write in their answers so that the whole group can see. This could form a plenary or a starter activity. 

· Download works of art from the Tate or National Portrait Gallery. Using the colour picker tool on Paint create your own versions for the whole class to see. Have pairs of pupils working together to create their own version of the work or art.

· Use photo manipulation software have the group make their own identikit of pirates, criminals or the school’s ‘most wanted.”

· Use Video clips to play observational games – can you see the ………….. how many ……..did you see………where was the …………… You can use the pause option to look at movement more clearly. (see the project on using digital video to analyse movement)

· In PSHE discuss video clips from the soaps on how people should react, behave. Play what happens next? And what would you do games!!

· In RE take virtual tours around different places associated with the world’s major faiths. Allow pupils to be the tour guides. Play games of moral codes and laws. Ask them to role play and to illustrate by writing world religion tenants of faith. Do interviews with other pupils about their beliefs, about what the future holds. Big questions about life, etc,,, can be illustrated using video material and pupils presenting and stopping them at appropriate places. 

· In Careers – playing through video’s of interviews, jobs, skills and pausing at key moments to ask questions about interview techniques, what happens next type questions. 

· In Music use a music sampling software to make group compositions. Use the board as a large instrument that can be programmed to respond to sound. Make alternative keyboards. Combine sound with art and draw images that can be animated or moved in Flash Macromedia. Paint with light!  Using the power of the image to create your own abstract visual compositions. 

· Cross-curricular/Drama. Use the board in a school production as a scenary backdrop or a window of truth. It could be a portal to parallel world or a stargate to another universe. Create an imaginary environment that can be explored by touch. 
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