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rTAsin Londonandthe Southlast naveTheirSayon,rrimarySATs
Werecentlyjoined forceswiththeLondonEveningStandard
to carryout a surveyof primaryPTAsintheLondonandthe
SouthEastontheissueofprimarySATs.Weknowthat exam
stressandthe pressurescausedby primarySATsareof
greatconcernto mostparentsandwe wereinterestedto
find out whatour membersreallythought about the issues.
Thesurveywasverytimelygiventhat the NationalUnionof
Teachers(NUT)wasconsideringwhetherto ballot its
memberson boycottingSATs.TheNUThasnowdecidedto
goaheadandballot its membersin Englandwhetherto
boycottNationalCurriculumtestsfor 7 and 11yearolds.

Thankyouto all those PTAswho respondedto our
questionnaire.Thefindingsareshownin the table at the
endof this feature.

TheEveningStandardpublishedthe resultsof the NCPTA
surveyaspartof a full pagearticleonSATs.Thearticlesetout
veryclearlyparentalviewsonthe issueof SATsandincluded
a casestudyonJeanetteWalshandherson,Alexander,from
WestActonPrimarySchool,anNCPTAmember.

We will continue to lobby Government and other policy
makers to ensure that the views of parents are taken into
account in reviewing SATs.The Welsh Assembly has already
taken the decisionto drop SATsfor sevenyearolds and
review tests for 11and 14 year olds. We believethat a
similar review should be carried out in England.

We invited everyone who responded to the survey to
take part in a PrizeDraw. Congratulations to the winners:

£300 - FairlopPrimarySchoolHSA,Hainault,Essex
£200 - Friendsof DoverRoadSchool,Northfleet,Kent
£100 - Friendsof LangafelPrimarySchool,Longfield,Kent

We are keen to find out what you, our members, think
about a wide range of education matters, and we'll be
conducting more surveys on topical issues over the next
year. If there is a burning issuethat you think we should
be surveying PTAson, or you would like to know more
about the survey on primary SATs,contactMaria on
mlc@ncpta.org.ukor 01732748853.

JailtN(fTA/laldalfvelilgStaldardSurveyal frilDarySATs.AUtulDIZOO)
r--
I. Resultsby No of fareDts

==-5ignUp fDfanlxceptionalBanaingleal, Is your PTAa registered charity? Do you want a good deal on banking for your PTA,with
high interest rates, good access and excellent service? If so, why not sign up for a Caf
Bank Account. NCPTAhave negotiated a special deal with Caf Bank that provides a
specially tailored account for NCPTAmembers with an exceptional range of benefits.

Aswell asverycompetitiveinterestrates (currentlyaround2.29% on the cheque
account and 3.02% on the deposit account), an excellent telep)1one service and
internet access to check your account at any time, CAFwill provide NCPTAmembers

with interest rates based on aggregated balances. This means that PTAswill receive interest at the rate
for the total balance of all NCPTAaccounts rather than the balance in their own account. As interest rates are better for

higher balances, this is a real bonus for our members. NCPTAhas already signed up for an account, why not join us and
benefit from this exceptional deal.

Contact the office on info@ncpta.org.uk or 01732748850 for an information pack on the NCPTA/CafCashaccount. If
your PTAisn't a registered charity, don't despair, contact the office for a copy of our FastTrack Charity Registration Pack.




