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PTAs in London and the South East Have Their Say on Primary SAIs

We recently joined forces with the London Evening Standard
to carry out a survey of primary PTAs in the London and the
South East on the issue of primary SATs. We know that exam
stress and the pressures caused by primary SATs are of
great concern to most parents and we were interested to
find out what our members really thought about the issues.
The survey was very timely given that the National Union of
Teachers (NUT) was considering whether to ballot its
members on boycotting SATs. The NUT has now decided to
g0 ahead and ballot its members in England whether to
boycott National Curriculum tests for 7 and 11 year olds.

Thank you to all thﬁse PTAs who responded to our
questionnaire. The findings are shown in the table at the
end of this feature.

The Evening Standard published the results of the NCPTA
survey as part of a full page article on SATs. The article set out
very clearly parental views on the issue of SATs and included
a case study on Jeanette Walsh and her son, Alexander, from
West Acton Primary School, an NCPTA member.

Joint NC(PTA/London Evening Standard Survey on Primary SATs - Autumn 2003
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We will continue to lobby Government and other policy
makers to ensure that the views of parents are taken into
account in reviewing SATs. The Welsh Assembly has already
taken the decision to drop SATs for seven year olds and
review tests for 11 and 14 year olds. We believe that a
similar review should be carried out in England.

We invited everyone who responded to the survey to
take part in a Prize Draw. Congratulations to the winners:

£300 - Fairlop Primary School HSA, Hainault, Essex
£200 - Friends of Dover Road School, Northfleet, Kent
£100 - Friends of Langafel Primary School, Longfield, Kent

We are keen to find out what you, our members, think
about a wide range of education matters, and we’ll be
conducting more surveys on topical issues over the next
year. If there is a burning issue that you think we should
be surveying PTAs on, or you would like to know more
about the survey on primary SATs, contact Maria on
mlc@ncpta.org.uk or 01732 748853.
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Are primary school children over-tested?

Are the SATs in primary schools too stressful:
for 7 year olds?

for 11 year olds?

Does preparation for SATs restrict other lessons?
Should SATs in primary schools be replaced by teacher assessment alone?
Should teachers boycott SATs in primary schools?

== Sign Up for an Exceptional Banking Deal
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Is your PTA a registered charity? Do you want a good deal on banking for your PTA, with
high interest rates, good access and excellent service? If so, why not sign up for a Caf
Bank Account. NCPTA have negotiated a special deal with Caf Bank that provides a
specially tailored account for NCPTA members with an exceptional range of benefits.

As well as very competitive interest rates (currently around 2.29% on the cheque
account and 3.02% on the deposit account), an excellent telephone service and
internet access to check your account at any time, CAF will provide NCPTA members

with interest rates based on aggregated balances. This means that PTAs will receive interest at the rate
for the total balance of all NCPTA accounts rather than the balance in their own account. As interest rates are better for
higher balances, this is a real bonus for our members. NCPTA has already signed up for an account, why not join us and

benefit from this exceptional deal.

Contact the office on info@ncpta.org.uk or 01732 748850 for an information pack on the NCPTA/CafCash account. If
your PTA isn’t a registered charity, don’t despair, contact the office for a copy of our Fast Track Charity Registration Pack.






