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By Tony Rosato 

 

 

Throughout the course of Pekingese breed history there have been some remarkable individuals 

whose vision and work have shaped, influenced and 

developed the breed.  One such individual was Antonia 

Horn of the time-honored Belknap Pekingese, a great 

breeder in the purest sense, who until her untimely death in 

1991 had a profound effect on the breed in England and all 

parts of the world. 

 

On a visit to England in 1997, I had the good fortune to visit 

Antoniaôs longtime associate, the late May Young, who 

worked closely with Antonia in all her efforts with the breed, 

and carried on the legacy of the great Belknaps after 

Antoniaôs death with devotion and honor.  When Antonia 

died the Belknaps took up residence in May Youngôs home 

in quiet, picturesque Somerset -- Englandôs beautiful West 

Country.  There the last of the Belknaps remained in 

excellent condition, cared for with affection by May and her 

two close friends, Lynn Delaney (Kalafrana Pekingese) and 

kennel manager, Liz Hider, all enjoying camaraderie with 

Mayôs other 25-30 Adlung Pekingese, each heavily based 

on the Belknap bloodline. 

 

                    Antonia Horn 
 

If one pauses to consider the impact of a breeder of the caliber of Antonia Horn who today is still 

revered among her peers in Britain, and globally, for the way she influenced the breed with her 

sophisticated sensibilities and eye for beauty, her judging and the sheer quality of dogs she produced 

consistently, it becomes apparent that her work in the breed had an extraordinary, far-reaching and 

long-lasting impact on others. Many strove to come up to her personal standards.  It should be a goal 

of every serious breeder to leave the breed in better shape than they found it.  And clearly, Antonia 

Horn did just that by the way she inspired others to understand that Pekingese should be small, 



 

 

compact and glamorous -- and that civility, politeness and dignity in the Pekingese world was 

expected and required.  With Antonia around, these standards were upheld. 

 

I asked May Young what the qualities were that Antonia looked for in her breeding, and she replied, 

ñGlamour!ò  May said, ñAntonia had to have glamour, and she liked a very shallow, envelope head 

with not too much black, because she said too much black prevented you from seeing the 

expression.ò 

 

And yet, Antonia had a great love for blacks, black and tans and particolors and she put up good 

ones when she judged.  She also produced them and did well with them in the ring, such as with the 

exquisite little particolor dog, Toes By Belknap, (3 Res. CCôs, 

photo on left) and the black and tan sleeve bitch, Belknap 

Willowcroft African Queen (by Ch. Belknap Pocket Peke), 

as well as two well 

known black and 

tan champions, 

Belknap Nero 

(photo right) and 

Ch. Scarteena By 

Belknap.  She also had a black dog called Belknap 

Banjo.   

 

Antonia preferred a small dog, about 9-10 pounds and a larger bitch.  Her famous son of Ch. Yu Yang 

of Jamestown, Belknap King Bee (photo below), a self-faced dog, was only 7 pounds, and he 

produced two famous English champions, Belknap Nero and Belknap El Dorado. 

 

The Belknap dogs were known for their distinctive qualities.  

They were generally small to medium sized, short backed, 

with short legs and well bowed forearms, firm bodies, 

shallow heads with wideset eyes and bold temperaments.   

 

In judging, May suggested that Antonia felt that if at the  

end of the day all the dogs in the final line up were ñof a 

type,ò that is to say of similar outline, balance and 

proportion, then one could be satisfied with a good job of 

judging.  Selecting for correct type was Antoniaôs goal, both in breeding and in judging -- and she 

stood by it.  She was an ideal breed mentor whose opinions were valued by the novice and 

experienced breeder alike. 

 

Antonia formulated  her ideal type in the early 1960ôs from 

the moment her friend and mentor, Mary de Pledge of the 

famed Caversham prefix, directed Antonia to purchase her 

first show prospect, Belknap Jin Song of Jamestown 

(seen on right), from the great Jamestown breeder, 

 



 

 

Mrs. Jean Eisenman.   Mary de Pledge advised Antonia as a novice that if she wanted to breed 

winning dogs, she should study the dogs at shows and then visit the kennels of the dogs that she 

admired.  For Antonia, it was unquestionably 

Caversham, as well as Jamestown, and the Coughton 

dogs of Lady Isabel Throckmorton. These three lines 

formed a solid foundation for the Belknap line. 

 

After that Antonia made up her first champion, Ch. 

Susie Wong of Jamestown, who was the dam of one 

of the most famous sires in breed history, Ch. Fu Yong 

of Jamestown, who was exported to America to 

Charleen Prescott and then to Canada where he was 

owned and used extensively at stud with owner, Ken  

               Ch. Belknap El Dorado                   Winters (Manticore). 

 

If Susie Wong was the beginning of Antoniaôs reputation of showing great champions, the next thirty 

years would see a prolific line of magnificent Belknaps led by the immortal Ch. Belknap El Dorado 

(photo above), who Antonia considered to be her greatest achievement.  An all breed Best In Show 

winner, El Dorado was the sire of five English champions and two American champions.  

 

Among the 

famous Belknap 

champions in 

history were Ch. 

Belknap Bravo 

(photo, left), a 

top stud dog in 

Britain and the 

sire of five 

English champions as well as numerous Championship show 

and Open show winners, such as Belknap Wei-Sing-Prai 

Bravado (photo above right).  Bravo was a double grandson 

of El Dorado, out of Ch. Belknap April Shower (photo on 

right) who was the dam of an outstanding dog who had a 

limited but significant influence on the breedôs gene pool in 

North America, Ch. Belknap Kalafrana Caspar, seen below. 

 

 

Photo on left of Eng. Ch. Belknap Kalafrana Capsar, sire of 

two big winning American champions, Ch. Velspring 

Velvetina and Ch. Shinnecock of Chinatown.  Exported by 

Antonia to Mrs. Augusta Maynard of Southampton, New 

York.   

 

 



 

 

Bravoôs daughter, Ch. Applause by Belknap) won 

the CC at Crufts in 1985.  Bravoôs son Ch. Belknap 

Ego won Best of Breed at Crufts in 1986. Bravoôs 

litter sister, Ch. Belknap Blush (photo on right), is 

the dam of the last great Belknap champion, Eng. 

Ch. Belknap Bollinger (below). 

 

 

 

Ch. Belknap Pocket Peke (below), sired by El 

Dorado, was always in the shadow of his famous 

father, but still figures prominently in Belknap 

pedigrees.   

 

 

 

 

Ch. Belknap Bollinger, above, and Ch. Belknap 

Pocket Peke on right. 

 

Ch. Belknap Nero, and his daughter Ch. 

Scarteena By Belknap were among the few, rare 

black and tan champions in Britain, the only other 

being Eng. Ch. Mahjon Oriana, who was solidly 

Belknap breeding. 

 

On my visit to May Youngôs home, I was more than eager to see the last of the famous Belknaps and 

to note what the line was producing in the current generations of Mayôs breeding.  I had seen one of 

the last Belknaps exhibited at a championship show in England two years before, a gorgeous light red 

bitch who was still in her prime when I saw her at Bristol/Bath Champ show, Belknap Bubbly, a 

Bollinger daughter, bred by Antonia and owned by Kathy Wilkins, who was for many years Antoniaôs 

kennel manager. 

 

ñBubblyò is the kind of bitch every Pekingese breeder would love to have, with her large wide head, 

pleasing expression and large wideset eyes, so short bodied, low to the ground, wide and thickset ï 

the model of ideal Pekingese type, balance and proportion. 

 

At May Young's home I found the last reigning monarchs of 

a Pekingese Dynasty: Ch. Belknap Bollinger, and Belknap 

Pekin Pocket (2 CCôs).  Pekin Pocket was by Pocket Peke 

out of the Bravo daughter, Ch. Applause By Belknap 

(photo left) and was still very much a vital and glamorous 

dog on the day I visited May.  Pekin Pocket was ten or 

eleven years of age then, and had a beautiful, expressive 

open face.  He was maintained in full coat.   



 

 

As fate would have it, my timing to visit the last of the Belknaps couldnôt have been more opportune 

because Pocket Peke passed away only a couple of weeks later. Unfortunately, Pekin Pocket was 

just one CC short of gaining his English title due to a back injury that prevented him from being 

shown.  Nonetheless he produced well for others including Eng. Ch. Bramblefieldôs Pick Pocket for 

Phil Jones in Wales, as well as Roy Stottôs lovely champion black bitch, Ch. Ghyllmoire Shimmie, and 

an English champion for May Young. 

 

It was impressive to see Ch. Belknap Bollinger, (on right at 

10 years of age in May Youngôs home) called ñBollyò -- the 

last Belknap champion who was also sired by Pocket Peke.  

At ten years of age, he was still a magnificent dog and what 

some call a true ñChun redò é a bright solid-colored, clear 

Irish Setter red.  

                                                                     

Bollinger was medium sized and the epitome of classic 

Belknap type: low stationed with compact body, a very short 

level back, a shallow expressive headpiece with the most gorgeous large dark glistening wideset 

eyes. He seemed much younger than his age, was extremely vigorous and strong, with regal bearing 

and a bold, irascible ñin your faceò sense of self.  At the same time he had a sweet playfulness about 

him even at the slightest invitation.  I went over him, and was impressed with his strong body and legs 

ï the forelegs being heavy and well bowed at the forearm, the rear so muscular, well angulated and 

set close together.  His body was thick and short with a barrel rib and a distinct waist.  This was 

clearly an exceptional Pekingese with ideal breed characteristics: ideal size, correct proportion all in 

perfect balance, ideal skeletal construction, the large wide shallow expressive headpiece, a 

magnificent coat of proper harsh texture ï and such a unique color.  To top it all off he had the classic 

Pekingese attitudeéproud, fearless, super intelligent and devoted.  He was clearly the exceptional 

product of a lifetime breeding program from of one the greatest Pekingese breeders ever. 

 

The only thing Bollinger lacked, from an American perspective, was more black markings on his face.  

That was it.  But this was a 10-year old dog.  You could picture him in his prime in full coat and 

condition, consider the generations of linebreeding that produced his characteristics, and realize what 

a remarkable achievement in breeding he was.  Even more than that, he represented the culmination 

of so many generations and decades of pure Belknap linebreeding.  And what a legacy it was. 

 

May Young made it her mission to preserve that legacy.  For all the years she had been Antoniaôs 

devoted friend, she said it was ñnot long enough.ò  So she made her home and kennel a repository of 

Belknap-related stock and in her reserved, unassuming way, along with her friends Liz and Lynn, she 

did her best to carry on Antoniaôs work. 

 

Miss Young took over the Chair of the very active Bristol, Bath and West of England Pekingese Club, 

a post that Antonia held.   And too, after Antoniaôs death, May hosted the ñGarden party fun matchesò 

for the Club at her home in the same fashion as was the annual tradition with Antonia who made the 

sprawling grounds of her elegant estate, Donhead Hall, the setting for these memorable events. 

 

 



 

May Young was a remarkable lady in her own right, with a quiet intensity and strength of conviction.  

Her devotion to Belknap and her determination to preserve its legacy was admirable and awe-

inspiring.  Although Somerset is tranquil, remote and far from the madding crowd, the forward 

momentum of the Belknap legacy was preserved inside the walls of Mayôs large brick home built 

between the 15th and 17th centuries.  May had a virtual dynasty of Belknap genes in her midst, and 

although May died, the Belknap genes are of course still around.  British breeders would do well to 

trace the location of the modern Belknap descendants and acquire some of these Belknap traits 

which surely lay hidden in certain kennels in Britain. 

 

Among May Youngôs great 

pleasures in life were her five 

English champion Pekingese: Ch. 

�$�G�O�X�Q�J�¶�V���6�Z�H�H�W��Charity and Ch. 

�$�G�O�X�Q�J�¶�V���5�D�K���5�D�K, both by 

Bravo. Ch.Singlewell Little Else, 

bred by Pam Edmond.  Ch. 

�$�G�O�X�Q�J�¶�V���0�\�����0�\, My (photo 

right) sired by Ch. Shiarita 

Cassidy out of Belknap Delilah.  

And the last of Mayôs champions, 

�&�K�����$�G�O�X�Q�J�¶�V���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\��
Blessing, was by Belknap Pekin 

Pocket out of a Cassidy daughter. 

 

Many people all over the world have benefitted from Antoniaôs breeding as well as her perspectives 

on the breed.  In America, a number of kennels have incorporated Belknap breeding which can be 

traced in pedigrees today of successful dogs.  High on the list is Eng. Am. Ch. Belknap Kalafrana 

Caspar who was owned by Antoniaôs close friend on Long Island, New York, Augusta Maynard. 


