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Gill Day
DATES FOR THE 2007/2008 SEASON
Club Nights 

St Peter’s Church Hall, Henleaze. Fridays, 7.45pm - 10.15pm, dancing to the music of Peter Russell and Jimmy Coleman
2007 

September 21st  

October 5th 

October 19th 

November 9th  
November 23rd President’s Night

December 7th  

December 21st  

The dance programmes for September-December Club Nights and the Hogmanay Celebration are attached.

2008 

January 18th 
February 1st   

February 15th 

February 29th 

March 14th
TUESDAY April 15th Beginners’ Night

April 25th 

Informal Club Nights

St Peter’s Church Hall, Henleaze. Fridays, 7.45pm - 10.15pm, dancing to CDs, £2.00

2007 

September 28th 

October 12th
October 26th  

November 16th
November 30th 

December 14th 

2008 

January 25th
February 8th  

February 22nd 

March 7th
April 11th 
April 18th  
Dances

November

   TEA DANCE

MONDAY December 31st  HOGMANAY DANCE

February

   CEILIDH

March   

   TEA DANCE

SATURDAY April 5th  
   SPRING DANCE

SATURDAY July 19th 
   CHARITY DANCE

Dates and ticket prices will be advised in due course.

AGM

Friday  June 20th, 2008
WITH THANKS

Through the Newsletter I wish to thank Westbury Scottish Members for their wonderful support during the past season.  During my treatment, which at times was rather unpleasant, I received so much encouragement from Members and Tuesday Class dancers which did so much to keep me positive with my sights firmly set on better days to come.  Thank you all for your cards, flowers and visits – I still have all the cards and letters.

I wish to particularly thank Susan Radford who so willingly took over the Tuesday Class, no if’s or but’s, but “Yes, of course I will”.  Also after every treatment Susan always generously presented me with something to cheer me up and help me on my way forward.  I know how much the Tuesday Dancers appreciated Sue’s dedication on every Tuesday night and also her contribution on Dance Nights at Haytor.

Likewise, many thanks to Cheryl Ayers, who at very short notice, took over the Workshops at Haytor.  I think the very short period for forward planning did give her a few sleepless nights, but she assured me after the event that she had enjoyed the experience.
Thanks also to Gill Day our President who, with Susan, Cheryl and myself completes the Dance Coaches Committee, who all share the walk-throughs on Club Nights.  We know how much many Members do appreciate these recaps on Club Nights.
Thank you everyone for all your concern and support.  I now feel fighting fit, ready to “Hop, step, close, step” next season and look forward to our first Tuesday Class on September 11th and the whole of the forthcoming season.

Off to St. Andrews Summer School soon, so will probably come back armed with new CDs and Books and hopefully some new ideas.  See you soon.

Joyce Andrews

FROM THE PRESIDENT

I can’t believe my first year as President is over already - where did that go?  We have already had our first committee meeting of the new dancing year and it was a long one as there was much to discuss.

We are working hard to try to attract new recruits to our Beginners’ Class and posters will be going up around the locality towards the end of August.  Everyone can help by spreading the word and encouraging any potential recruits to go along.   I have a plentiful supply of posters, so please get in touch if you would like to put one up anywhere. 

The committee is also looking at ways to increase attendance at Friday Club Nights.  On some occasions last year we struggled to get two sets and this is discouraging for those dancers who do turn up and also for the band.  We recently carried out a survey at the Tuesday Class to find out why more people did not attend Club Nights.  We discussed the results at length at the committee meeting and hope that soon we will be able to put into place some of the suggestions that came out as a result of the survey.

Don’t forget there is a suggestions box by the notice board on Club Nights and we would welcome any ideas from members.

The Dance Coaches have planned a great programme of dances for the autumn and I look forward to seeing you all then.  Meanwhile here’s hoping the weather improves soon so that we can all enjoy what’s left of the summer.  

Gill Day

FROM THE TREASURER

The 2006/2007 accounts for the season show a surplus of £747.00.

Average numbers of dancers were:-

Club Nights 29

Informal Club Nights 16

Intermediates’ Classes 37

Beginners’ Classes 13

The rental of the St Peter’s Church Hall was increased from January 2007 to £15.50 an evening which is a small increase and the Leonard Hall rental is £20.00.  Each January we increase the amount we pay the musicians.

This year the Tuesday Class contributed £1,690 to the running of the Club and thanks and appreciation is due to Joyce Andrews and her Dance Coaches Team.

I would also like to thank the members who pay money into the bank account – John Andrews, Leonard Lord, and John Mann and also Michael Jones who is always willing to countersign cheques.  Julia Milsom continues to audit the Club accounts and fits it into her busy day.

This last year I have appreciated the personal support of Club members as a friend spent eight months in hospital with cancer.  She is now at home but still far from well.  
I also have registered Power of Attorney for a childless couple in their eighties who both have progressive Alzheimer’s. This summer I have moved them into a more suitable nursing home which is working well and is a relief.  As we know ageing is inevitable and finding the right care is not easy.  
I am learning much through this experience. 

Jean Douglas

GOOD NEWS!
The cost of membership remains unchanged for yet another year.  
Just £35.00 for 14 evenings of dancing to the best live music - no other Club in quite a long way is as fortunate as Westbury.
Editor
TEA-TIME

The system of casual helpers in the kitchen on Club Nights is approaching its fourth year.  It has proved to work well and you are invited to take part particularly if you have not already done so.  If each member takes a turn we estimate that you will be required to help just once each season. 

A rota covering the coming season will be placed on the notice-board for volunteers to sign up.  There will always be a Committee member on duty who will buy the milk, biscuits, etc., and who will take responsibility for the cash.

On Informal Club Nights it will continue as before: tea, coffee and squash will be made available for dancers to make their own preferred refreshment.  Any profit from refreshments on these nights goes to the Club’s charity.

CHARITY CHOICE

Your suggestions for a charity choice for the 2007/2008 season are very welcome.  Any member of the Committee will be glad to receive your nomination.  Or you may prefer to pop it into the suggestions box.
NEWS OF CLUB MEMBERS

Following a fall while on holiday Marjory Salsbury is happy to report that her foot is well on the road to recovery and she looks forward to dancing in September.
Also returning with renewed vigour is Sally Jones following a break from dancing through the early part of 2007.

It will be good to see Jean Strickland back on the floor again too.

Graham Coles celebrated his ‘Bus Pass’ birthday in some style in June, with many friends from his varied activities attending, and very much enjoying, a dance at St. Peter’s.
Your editor and Secretary also achieved this significant milestone in June. His celebrations were a very low-key family affair - a most enjoyable dinner at the Cotham restaurant ‘Juniper’ and the weekend with Sally, daughters and their partners.

FROM THE CHARITY GROUP
The Annual Charity Dance was held at Tickenham Village Hall on the evening of 14th July.  With July turning out to be a thoroughly wet month it seemed that the record of always having lovely weather for the Dance looked likely to be broken.  But someone up there was smiling on the event and fine weather prevailed yet again and, as it turned out, was one of the few fine days in the whole month.  There was again a “full house” with a number of guests attending for the first time and groups of dancers from Weston and Yeovil.
President Gill Day presented a cheque for £2,650.00 to the representatives of the Julian Trust.  In her presentation Gill stated that about half of the total raised was from the activities of the Dance & Entertainment Group led by Geoff Pegler.  Donations received by them at the venues where they entertained included over £800.00 given by Henleaze Junior School in appreciation of the Group’s involvement in their annual Burns’ Celebration.  The remainder was raised by the Charity Group from the profits of the Charity Dance, Ceilidh and Tea Dance that they organised and ran, donations from the Tuesday Class raffle and donations in lieu of cards at Christmas.  In June Graham Coles celebrated his ‘Bus Pass’ birthday with a Sunday afternoon Tea Dance enjoyed by all who attended and donations given were passed to the charity fund by Lorna and Graham.
In accepting the cheque, Julie Griffiths, Chairman of the Julian Trust, thanked Westbury for such a splendid donation and said how only the previous week her committee had deliberated at some length and without coming to a solution, where they were going to find the money to buy a new replacement cooker they desperately needed.  The cheque was therefore especially appreciated and would enable them to keep their kitchen running.
The Charity Group wish to thank all those members who attended the various events and made donations to the charity fund.
At the AGM it was noted that four members of the Charity Group – Julia & Alan Milsom and Mary & Creig Stewart – were standing down after over 16 years active involvement in organising and running the annual Charity Dance, Ceilidh and Tea Dances and thanks were expressed for the contributions they had made over those years to the charity events on behalf of the Club.
John Andrews
FROM THE JULIAN TRUST
An extract from the Trust Chairman’s letter of thanks following the presentation of £2,650.00 at the Charity Dance - 

“It was good to be able to share something of the Trust’s work with the people who had worked so hard to raise the money . . . 
. . . a new cooker for the Night Shelter and three ramps to comply with a disability audit can now be put into place”.  
Julie Griffiths’ letter will be put up on the notice board for members to read in full at the beginning of the new season.
Editor

FROM THE TUESDAY INTERMEDIATE CLASS

Though very unhappy about the reason, I was more than happy to take over the Class for Joyce from September to April.  The Class is often large (50+ people) and most enjoyable to teach, and, I trust, in which to dance!

Several people came up from the Beginners’ Class in January (owing to larger numbers in Fiona’s Class) and a few other new people recruited from the website, too!
It is very rewarding to see these, often nervous people gain in confidence, start smiling and improving.  It is also good to see all the more experienced dancers, too.  There is always room for improvement – and I believe there definitely is!

The Dance Coaches have given the Secretary a list of people to invite as members, whom we consider would enjoy, and be a great asset to, Westbury Scottish Club.
Susan Radford
FROM THE BEGINNERS’ CLASS

We welcomed both new and returning members to the Beginners’ Class last September: a very good mix, with those who remembered something from last year encouraging the newcomers.  A few weeks into the term, as more complete beginners joined the class, some of last year’s beginners decided that they had to be brave and make the move across the road to the Intermediates’ Class in St Peters. It was great to meet up with them again at the end of term party night just before Christmas, when the Beginners’ Class had its first taste of live music and dancing in a big group of more than 2 sets.  Everyone commented on how friendly and welcoming the main Westbury class was, and several of the beginners then started to think about buying shoes for themselves instead of borrowing from Cheryl’s bag of hand-me-downs from which she always seems to manage to produce a pair of suitable size!

My thanks are due to Cheryl for not only supporting the beginners with reassuring words of encouragement when I have been preoccupied with teaching the class, but also for taking on the class during January when I visited New Zealand and went dancing at the RSCDS summer school in Dunedin.  What a marvellous trip and an opportunity to make lots of dancing friends!  On my return, it was practise time for the RSCDS Newcomers Dance, then on with getting to grips with the dances for the Westbury Beginners Night just before Easter. These events are ideal for introducing beginners to the idea that the aim of a class is to prepare for going out to a dance, where you can listen to great music, make new friends and dance your socks off.  So many of the class commented on the feeling of exhilaration during the evening dances, tinged with a bit of cheerful exasperation as they realised that not all dances go according to plan!

During the winter and after discussion with Cheryl (Ayers) and Rhona (Chalmers), I decided to suggest to the Westbury Committee that I pass on
the class teaching to my two erstwhile students, both of whom have attended my beginners and technique classes over the years, and have worked hard to obtain their Preliminary Teaching Certificates.  Since the examination they have had very little opportunity to practise their teaching skills, and I think that the very best way to do this is to take a regular class.  So with some regret I decided after 6 years that it was time to let someone else have a turn.  I was very touched and surprised on the evening of the Westbury Beginners’ Dance, to receive such a lovely memento in the form of a quaich from the Club, and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the Westbury members, both committee and ordinary members, who have encouraged, suggested and supported all my efforts with the beginners’ classes over the years.  I’m looking forward to being an ordinary member of the Club again and dancing more myself, rather than standing at the front of the class pressing the go button on the music machine!

After Easter, we all set to trying out dances for the Carleon Festival at the end of June.  Derek Haynes was a wonderful dancer and teacher of country dancing, and he wrote some pretty good dances too.  In his memory, we put together a medley of The Celtic Cross, The Sleeping Warrior and Ray Milbourne, all lovely dances in their own right, and danced beautifully on the day by the Westbury team.  Club members may be more familiar with some of Derek’s other dances such as MacDonald of the Isles, Neidpath Castle and the Black Mountain Reel, but all of us in the Beginners’ Class are very well acquainted now with these other less familiar titles.  
We practised all the dances on the evening programme too: lots of dances experienced dancers would consider old favourites, but which are new and challenging to beginners.  In common with the trend this summer, the weather was wet on the Festival day, and we had to give up dancing in the Roman Amphitheatre for the community centre hall, although George Meikle’s light fingering on the accordion kept us on our toes.  It was lovely to meet up with dancers from all over South Wales and RSCDS Bristol, and a fine end to a busy year of dancing.

Some of us will be dancing over the summer, but all of us are looking forward to classes starting in September.  Please encourage any friends and acquaintances you think might like to join the dancing to come along to the new Beginners’ Class, where Cheryl and Rhona will be ready to step it out.  Happy dancing.
Fiona Grant

MCs
During the last season some new MCs stepped forward from the floor – it was a special pleasure that two ladies kept us in very good order at the Spring Dance.  Thank you to Beryl and Joan.
Have YOU ever thought that you might have a go?  It does sometimes seem a shame to miss out a dance or two while up on the stage, but it is very enjoyable to watch those dances from a new angle and appreciate the patterns.

The MC is asked to arrive at 7.00 p.m. to open up the Hall for the Peter and Jimmy to set up.  Keys are provided with all the information needed on the tag.  A member of the Committee and a couple of volunteers will also arrive in advance of the dancers to set up the refreshments.
At the end of the evening simply pass the key to the next MC on the rota who will supervise locking up – and you’re done!

MORE ISLAND TALES FROM THE RADFORDS

Many people have interesting holidays abroad and see many wondrous things, but you do not have to go abroad to see stunning scenery, beautiful beaches, very ancient stones, wonderful wildlife and places steeped in history.  Mind you, it will probably take you as long to get there as it does to the other side of the globe – but it is well worth it!

This time we went to the Outer Hebrides:  Barra in the south is 6½ hours by ferry from Oban, and Lewis in the north is 3½ hours from Ullapool.  Or you can fly BA to Barra and land on the beach . . .

There are causeways, bridges and more ferries between all the islands.  Each has its own character, but they all have an awful lot of water either from the myriads of sea-inlets (especially on their east coasts), the hundreds of lochs and lochans, or from the sky above!  
The west coasts are blessed with wonderful beaches, some 20 miles long, some tiny, some sweeping semicircles (Culla Bay on Benbecula), but with white sand, turquoise, green and indigo-coloured sea – and you can have them all to yourself.  David even went swimming but it was perishing.
We saw over 70 species of birds (including the elusive corncrake and golden eagles), deer, seals, Eriskay ponies and otters.

We visited lots of ‘stones’ - ancient circles, chambers, cairns, brochs and standing stones.  Also churches - in use and in ruins: modern ‘end of the road’ millennium sculptures which were very interesting and quite a challenge to locate as they were not signposted (thanks to Liz Holman for information).
Another millennium project which was fascinating was seeing the Harris tapestries that tell of the historic and modern life on that island.  We also visited a very interesting exhibition on life on St.Kilda (which we could see very clearly although it was 45 miles away).

Susan and David Radford
FROM THE DANCE & ENTERTAINMENT GROUP
[Taken from Geoff’s AGM Report - Editor]

This AGM marks the end of yet another season of Charity demonstration and Entertainment activities for which the Club owes a lot to just a few.

The Team has just about survived despite ailments and illnesses suffered by a number of the members during the year.  We think of Jean Strickland, Marjory Salsbury and Marion and Reg Biles in this regard, and we wish them a speedy recovery to better health and dancing fitness.

We have been greatly assisted by Cheryl Ayers who joined us this year, and by Lorna Coles who stepped in at the last moment to makeup a set so that we could honour one of the final demonstrations of the year.

As well as in and around the city, the venues have been as far away as Wotton-under-Edge, Yate, Chew Magna and Portishead and a very conservative estimate of the car-miles travelled by the Team members, at their own cost, is approximately 1,800.
So the loyalty and generous support given in the main by Harriet and John Gay, Pam and Bill Blyth, Charlie Pinnock, Cheryl Ayers and Lyn Emerson enabled us to make 16 fund-raising appearances.

The Team makes a charity donation requirement of just £30.00 for each booking, but many Clubs and Homes organise their own spontaneous collections at the end of our performance to increase the amount given.

Therefore the efforts of the Team produced the total sum of £1,393.97 of which £776.77 was raised and given by the pupils of Henleaze Junior School.  We are indebted to all those who gave so generously to help us make this provision to the Charity of the year - The Julian Trust.

Geoff Pegler

FROM THE SECRETARY

As I indicated in my AGM Report, it is my intention to give up the role of Secretary at the end of the 2008/2009 season of dancing.  It has been (and continues) a privilege to serve Westbury in such a way.  

That does seem a long way off right now but if anyone is interested I would be very happy to talk through what is involved.  Many of the activities are routinely carried out having developed over the 60 years of the Club’s existence.

If a successor can be found it means that a gradual handover might be achieved during the last part of my outgoing season.  

Any Club member may become Secretary: it is not restricted to existing committee members.  Each one over the years has made his own mark on the job.  The next one will inevitably make his  . . . or hers!

I can recall a small sense of pride when invited by Alan Milsom (at a Club Night when we were still dancing at Avonmouth) to become a member of the Committee.  
Little did I know where it would lead!

Michael Jones

and finally . . .

THE BITTER END
He grabbed me round my slender neck,

I could not call or scream,
He dragged me to his dingy room, 

Where he could not be seen.

He stripped away my flimsy wrap,

And looked upon my form.
I was so cold and damp and scared - 
While he was hot and warm.

He pressed his feverish lips to mine,

I could not make him stop!
He drained me of my very self,

I gave him every drop.

He made me what I am today,

That’s why you see me here,

An empty bottle thrown away

That once was full of beer.
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